“Deacons in Liturgy” 

Training Session

Deacons in training will be able to demonstrate knowledge about and proficiency in the following areas of Liturgy.

I. Roles in the service of Holy Eucharist – Incense and all that jazz!
A. Procession – Shall the Deacon carry in the Gospel Book or will an Acolyte
B. Prayers of the People

C. Gospel Procession

D. Reading the Gospel – You didn’t write it – so the rules of glancing at the congregation every so often do not apply!  Keep your eyes on the book.
E. Serving at the Altar – How to serve without being noticed.  
1. Pointing the Book

2. Preparing the Table –methodically, quietly & reverently
3. Appropriate Demeanor – Movement & Gestures – Minimal is the key! 

4. Follow the actions of the Celebrant & whenever possible keep your eyes on the elements in the center
5. Serving Chalice or Host

6. Clearing the table

7. The Dismissal
II. When Serving With the Bishop

A. Whenever the Bishop is present, we act as his servant – attending to whatever his needs might be.  Frequently we carry in his crozier and vestments for him to the sacristy, assemble the crozier and carry it for the Bishop until he is ready for it. The crozier stand should be placed in the appropriate place in the church.

B. Before the Gospel – be sure to kneel before the Bishop for his Blessing before moving out into the congregation for the reading.

C. During the service, attend to his Crozier and Mitre as needed.  Also hold his Prayer Book as needed.

D. In some services where the Bishop is present, the Deacon may serve as MC to help ensure the steady flow of the service.

III. Roles in other liturgies of the Church

A. The Daily Office

B. Marriage Ceremony
C. Funerals

D. Confession

1.Deacons may proclaim a “Declaration of Forgiveness”

E. Baptism

1.When, where, why, what is needed?

F. Holy Week Services

1. Maundy Thursday

2. Good Friday

a.The Solemn Collects

     3. The Great Easter Vigil

a.Procession with Paschal Candle
b.The Exultet

G. Preaching and Teaching – How often?
IV. Vestments
A. What to wear – when!

B. What’s all that stuff called?

C. How to put on a collar and attach to the collar button – 

D. Appropriate attire at church functions

