
The Ministr y  
of  Deacons  

 
in the Diocese of  Georgia

A person recognizing a call to ministry in 
the diaconate meets with his or her 

priest for personal discernment. The 
priest recommends the person to the 

vestry and bishop. Following an 
interview, the bishop may then send  

him or her to a Convocational  
Discernment Committee. !

The committee may recommend the 
person to apply for postulancy. The 

aspirant then meets with the Diocese’s 
Commission on Ministry and Standing 

Committee. If approved by both 
committees, the aspirant becomes a 

postulant and begins a course of study in 
the Diocesan School for Ministry.!

The training and preparation process 
takes at minimum two years.!!

For more information, speak to any 
deacon or priest, or contact  

The Ven. Archdeacon Sandy Turner  
at sturner99@comcast.net.   

Find us on Facebook!

W h o  b e c o m e s  a  
d e a c o n  a n d  h o w ?

Sent to ser ve.  
Sending to ser ve.

W h a t  d o  d e a c o n s  d o ?  

The bishop assigns deacons to serve 
specific congregations of the Diocese. 

Every deacon has a special responsibility 
for ministry within their congregation 
and to the poor, sick, lonely, and needy 

in their communities. !!
Deacons may be found working in soup 
kitchens and food pantries, providing 

hospice care, taking Communion to the 
homebound, ministering to the 

imprisoned, leading Bible studies in 
homeless shelters, offering spiritual care 
in retirement centers, providing low-cost 

healthcare, cultivating community 
gardens, leading after-school programs, 

teaching life and job skills,  
or serving as chaplains.!!

Wherever the broken and suffering 
Christ is found in the world, deacons 

minister according to their gifts and to 
lead others to do the same.!
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Deacons are ordained ministers 
serving as bridges between the 

Church and the larger community. 
They offer a prophetic, insistent voice 
that calls the attention of the Church 

to the needs of the world.  
As servant leaders, they model 

compassionate service in the world. !!
“Vocational” (permanent) deacons are 
non-stipendiary, and often maintain a 

paid vocation in the world. They 
differ from “transitional” deacons, 

who carry out diaconal ministry for a 
set period of time before  

ordination to the priesthood.

Who are deacons?

“Deacon” derives from the Greek word diakonos, meaning “servant” or “minister.” 
Deacons are servant ministers in the church and world.

Ordained Ministers 

In the Episcopal Church, deacons are part of a threefold 
order of ordained ministry: deacons, priests (presbyters), 
and bishops. They represent the authority and mission of 
the church in the community, sometimes wear a clerical 
collar, and have specific roles in the liturgy that mirror the 
deacon’s servant ministry in the community.  They serve 
directly under their bishop. 

Servant Leaders 

Deacons serve as symbols of Christ the Servant. By word 
and example they lead, enable, and encourage others to 
live out their baptismal vows to “seek and serve Christ in 
all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself” and to 
“strive for justice and peace among all people, and 
respect the dignity of every human being” (BCP, 305). 

Bridges to the Community 

Always with one foot in the church and one foot in the 
world, deacons are engaged in various ministries beyond 
the walls of the church. They are called to interpret to the 
Church “the needs, concerns, and hopes of the 
world” (BCP, 543) and to send fellow Christians from the 
church out into the world to address them. 


