
1

The Episcopal Diocese of Georgia

EastEr sunday 

Offered as a livestream liturgy
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Easter Sunday 2020
Directions are shown in red with the responses in bold face type

Prelude - He is risen! played by Duke Miles

The Word of God

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

The Celebrant may say
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Song of Praise - Joyful, Joyful - The Rev. Canon Joshua and Benjamin Varner 

The  Collect of the Day
The Celebrant says to the people
   The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross, and by his 
glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant us so to die daily to sin, that 
we may evermore live with him in the joy of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

A Reading from ths Acts of the Apostles            (Acts 10:34-43) 

Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: “I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 
You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of 
all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John  
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We 
are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging 
him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people 
but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose 
from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained 
by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  Confitemini Domino

1  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; *
 his mercy endures for ever.

2  Let Israel now proclaim, *
 “His mercy endures for ever.”

14  The Lord is my strength and my song, *
 and he has become my salvation.

15  There is a sound of exultation and victory *
 in the tents of the righteous:

16  “The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! *
 the right hand of the Lord is exalted!
  the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!”

17  I shall not die, but live, *
 and declare the works of the Lord.

18  The Lord has punished me sorely, *
 but he did not hand me over to death.

19  Open for me the gates of righteousness; *
 I will enter them;
  I will offer thanks to the Lord.

20  “This is the gate of the Lord; *
 he who is righteous may enter.”

21  I will give thanks to you, for you answered me *
 and have become my salvation.

22  The same stone which the builders rejected *
 has become the chief cornerstone.

23  This is the Lord’s doing, *
 and it is marvelous in our eyes.

24  On this day the Lord has acted; *
 we will rejoice and be glad in it.

A Reading from Colossians          (Colossians 3:1-4)

If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the 
right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you 
have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then 
you also will be revealed with him in glory.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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Hymn - Jesus Christ is risen today - Gabriel and Casey Perkins-Lawrence

The Gospel

The Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew          (Matthew 28:1-10)
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, de-
scending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like light-
ning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 
But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was 
crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then 
go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of 
you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly 
with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” 
And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not 
be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

Reader The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ

The Sermon

The Right Reverend Scott Anson Benhase
10th Bishop of Georgia

Hymn - Roger Moss will sing Were You There When He Rose Up from the Grave

The Prayers of the People

In the power of the resurrection, let us pray to the Lord, saying:
Lord, where there is doubt, let us sow faith.

For the whole bright earth, so lovingly created yet so compassionately redeemed, that we may speak 
again of the glory and majesty of God, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, where there is doubt, let us sow faith.

For all nations and peoples of the earth, to whom God shows no partiality, that all may be trans-
formed by mercy to live together in hope. We especially lift up to you the peoples of our Holy Land, 
strengthening them to be beacons of that hope, reconciliation, and respect for differences, let us 
pray to the Lord.
Lord, where there is doubt, let us sow faith.

For the holy church, whose life is hid with Christ in God, that in all its diversity witness may be 
made to one Lord, one faith, one baptism, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, where there is doubt, let us sow faith.
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For all in high places of authority, for whom Christ was put to death and was raised, that they may 
be led to govern with equity and justice, bringing life to those in the shadow of death, breaking 
down walls that divide, and warming the hearts of those filled with hatred, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, where there is doubt, let us sow faith.

For all who have been baptized and given the garments of light, that they, with the whole church, 
may be witnesses to the gospel in daily life, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, where there is doubt, let us sow faith.

For all captives, prisoners, and those condemned to die, with whom the Holy One shares suffering 
and abandonment, that they may find strength, freedom, and forgiveness, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, where there is doubt, let us sow faith.

For all who suffer in mind, body, or soul, for whom Christ is risen with healing in his glorious 
wings, that they may be comforted. We pray for all who are suffering for COVID-19, for the family 
members and the health care workers caring for them, and all in fear of this disease, let us pray to 
the Lord.
Lord, where there is doubt, let us sow faith.

For all who have died, and for all who grieve, that in Christ who triumphs over death they may find 
light perpetual and blessed assurance, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, where there is doubt, let us sow faith.

For all taking part in this liturgy via livestream, that we, like Mary Magdalene and Peter and John, 
may see the tomb empty, and joyfully believing, walk in newness of life, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, where there is doubt, let us sow faith.

Rejoicing in the risen presence of our Lord, we commend all for whom we pray and ourselves to 
Christ, to whom we give laud and praise now and forever. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.
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Hymn - That Easter Day - A Diocese of Georgia Virtual Choir

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People  We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious 
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed 
for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his
 rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices 
with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
    Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
    Hosanna in the highest.

Then the Celebrant continues 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God 
and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it, and at the 
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be 
consecrated.
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it  
to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the  
remembrance of me.”

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
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Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
 
The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy Name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done,
 on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
 for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast.

The Celebrant says the following Invitation
Gifts of God for the People of God.

Spiritual Communion
When we are unable to receive the Bread and Wine of the Holy Sacrament because of extreme sickness, physi-
cal disability, or, as in our present cause, the cancelation of public service to prevent the spread of infection, we 
can be assured that all the benefits of Communion are received. The follow prayer from the Confraternity of 
the Blessed Sacrament, or some other prayer, may be said.
In union, dear Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where your blessed Body and
Blood are being offered to the Father, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I believe that
you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament. And since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I
beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, and embrace you with all the
affections of my soul. Let me never be separated from you. Let me live and die in your love. 
Amen.
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The Blessing
The Celebrant will offer a blessing

Hymn - He is risen! - Diocese of Georgia Virtual Choir

The Dismissal
Celebrant  Let us bless the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Thank you for joining us in worship today.

The Diocese of Georgia will continue to offe livestream worship 
every Wednesday at 6 p.m. and Sunday at 10 a.m. 

until we can gather together in our churches for worship.


