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Evening Prayer
The Officiant begins the service with the following sentence of Scripture
Officiant Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, 
  but will have the light of life.”

-John 8:12

The Confession
The Officiant says to the people
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Officiant and People together
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest alone stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strength-
en you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter

Officiant O God, make speed to save us.
People  O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Phos Hilaron
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Psalm 82 Deus stetit

1    God takes his stand in the council of heaven; *
 he gives judgment in the midst of the gods:

2    How long will you judge unjustly, *
 and show favor to the wicked?

3    Save the weak and the orphan; *
 defend the humble and needy;

4    Rescue the weak and the poor; *
 deliver them from the power of the wicked.

5    They do not know, neither do they understand; they go about in darkness; *
 all the foundations of the earth are shaken.

6    Now I say to you, ‘You are gods, *
 and all of you children of the Most High;

7    Nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, *
 and fall like any prince.’”

8    Arise, O God, and rule the earth, *
 for you shall take all nations for your own.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lesson
A Reading from the Gospel of Mark              (Mark 6:13-29)
They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them. King 
Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were saying, “John the baptizer has 
been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him.” But others said, 
“It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” But when Herod 
heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” For Herod himself had sent men 
who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s 
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wife, because Herod had married her. For John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you 
to have your brother’s wife.” And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But 
she could not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he pro-
tected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. But an 
opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and 
for the leaders of Galilee. When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and 
his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” And he 
solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” She went 
out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the baptizer.” 
Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at once the head 
of John the Baptist on a platter.” The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and 
for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with 
orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, brought his head on a platter, 
and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. When his disciples heard about it, they 
came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.

  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.

The Song of Mary    Magnificat
 
Luke 1:46-55

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *
    for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
    the Almighty has done great things for me,
    and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him *
    in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm, *
    he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
    and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things, *
    and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
    for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers, *
    to Abraham and his children for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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Homily
The Reverend Cynthia Taylor

Rector, The Church of the Holy Comforter, Martinez 

The Apostles’ Creed

Officiant and People together, all standing
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
    creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord.
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
      and born of the Virgin Mary.
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
      was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended to the dead.
    On the third day he rose again.
    He ascended into heaven,
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
    the holy catholic Church,
    the communion of saints,
    the forgiveness of sins,
    the resurrection of the body,
    and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.

Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Suffrages A

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;
R.     And grant us your salvation.

V.     Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R.     Let your people sing with joy.

V.     Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
R.     For only in you can we live in safety.

V.     Lord, keep this nation under your care;
R.     And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

V.     Let your way be known upon earth;
R.     Your saving health among all nations.

V.     Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
R.     Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

V.     Create in us clean hearts, O God;
R.     And sustain us by your Holy Spirit.

The Collect of the Day

Strengthen, O God, your Church in the sacraments of your grace, that we, in union with the teach-
ing and prayers of your servant Cyril of Jerusalem, may enter more fully into your Paschal mystery; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen.

A Prayer in Time of Pandemic

This hour we turn to you, O Lord, in full knowledge of our frailty, our vulnerability, and our
great need as your mortal creatures. We cry to you, as one human family, unsure of the path
ahead, unequal to the unseen forces around us, frightened by the sickness and death that seem
all too real to us now. Stir up your strength and visit us, O Lord; be our shield and rock and
hiding place! Guide our leaders, our scientists, our nurses and doctors. Give them wisdom and
fill their hearts with courage and determination. Make even this hour, O Lord, a season of
blessing for us, that in fear we find you mighty to save, and in illness or death, we find the cross
to be none other than the way of life. All this we ask in the name of the One who bore all our
infirmities, even Jesus Christ our Risen and Victorious Lord. Amen.

A Prayer for an Online Service of Parishioners, When Regular Services Have Been Canceled 

Almighty God of the Cross and Loving God of Community, we are not in a church building today
but Church is never canceled. We are not wise, and not very often kind. But we are the Body of
Christ in your suffering world. We know that our vocation is to be the Light of this Christ whose
Body we are. Give us courage to be the Church and to keep our minds on what matters—which is
to keep loving the world which you have called good. Buildings crumble; the Church Year
passes; but your Church endures from generation to generation. Make this for us a Feast Day of
your Protection, your Plenty, your Purpose, your Plan and your Peace. All this we ask, as we pray
in silence, with all the Saints and with each other. Amen.
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A Collect for Mission

O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your presence: Send forth upon us the spirit 
of love, that in companionship with one another your abounding grace may increase among us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The General Thanksgiving

Officiant and People
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Officiant Let us bless the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Officiant then concludes with the following
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

-Romans 15:13

A note about the prayers
The Prayer in Time of Pandemic and A Prayer for an Online Service of Parishioners, When Regular 
Services Have Been Canceled are both from a resource provided by Virginia Theological Seminary:
http://georgia.anglican.org/docs/VTS-CoronavirusResources.pdf


