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Evening Prayer
The Officiant begins the service with the following sentence of Scripture
Officiant Seek him who made the Pleiades and Orion, and turns deep darkness into the  
  morning, and darkens the day into night; who calls for the waters of the sea and pours  
  them out upon the surface of the earth: The Lord is his name.  Amos 5:8

The Confession
The Officiant says to the people
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Officiant and People together
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest alone stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter

Officiant O God, make speed to save us.
People  O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Phos Hilaron
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The Lesson
A Reading from the Book of Daniel              (Daniel 3:14–20,24–28)
Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not 
serve my gods and you do not worship the golden statue that I have set up? Now if you are ready 
when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble to 
fall down and worship the statue that I have made, well and good. But if you do not worship, you 
shall immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire, and who is the god that will deliver you 
out of my hands?”
 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no 
need to present a defense to you in this matter. If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from 
the furnace of blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let him deliver us. But if not, be it known 
to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods and we will not worship the golden statue that you 
have set up.”
 Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
that his face was distorted. He ordered the furnace heated up seven times more than was customary, 
and ordered some of the strongest guards in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
and to throw them into the furnace of blazing fire.
 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up quickly. He said to his counselors, 
“Was it not three men that we threw bound into the fire?” They answered the king, “True, O king.” 
He replied, “But I see four men unbound, walking in the middle of the fire, and they are not hurt; 
and the fourth has the appearance of a god.” Nebuchadnezzar then approached the door of the 
furnace of blazing fire and said, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High 
God, come out! Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. And 
the satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the king’s counselors gathered together and saw that 
the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men; the hair of their heads was not singed, 
their tunics were not harmed, and not even the smell of fire came from them.
 Nebuchadnezzar said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has 
sent his angel and delivered his servants who trusted in him. They disobeyed the king’s command 
and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their own God.

  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.
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Canticle 13     A Song of Praise  
Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; *
you are worthy of praise; glory to you.

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; *
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.

Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you, beholding the depths; *
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.

Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Homily
The Very Reverend Galen Mirate

Priest in Charge, St. John’s and St. Mark’s, Albany and Dean of the Albany Convocation

In the Secret - Sung by Andrew Greneker and Rebecca McMains

In the secret, in the quiet place
In the stillness You are there.

In the secret, in the quiet hour I wait,
Only for You,’cause I want to know You more; 

I want to know You,
I want to hear Your voice
I want to know You more.

I want to touch You,
I want to see Your face

I want to know You more.

I am reaching for the highest goal,
that I might receive the prize.

Pressing onward, pushing every hindrance aside,
Out of my way, ‘cause I want to know you more.
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The Apostles’ Creed

Officiant and People together, all standing
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
    creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord.
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
      and born of the Virgin Mary.
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
      was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended to the dead.
    On the third day he rose again.
    He ascended into heaven,
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
    the holy catholic Church,
    the communion of saints,
    the forgiveness of sins,
    the resurrection of the body,
    and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.

Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Suffrages B

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,
We entreat you, O Lord.

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill,
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses,
We entreat you, O Lord.

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world,
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great judg-
ment seat of Christ,
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of Deaconess Anna  
Alexander all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,
We entreat you, O Lord.

The Collect of the Day

Almighty God our heavenly Father, renew in us the gifts of your mercy; increase our faith, 
strengthen our hope, enlighten our understanding, widen our charity, and make us ready to serve 
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

A Prayer in Time of Pandemic

This hour we turn to you, O Lord, in full knowledge of our frailty, our vulnerability, and our
great need as your mortal creatures. We cry to you, as one human family, unsure of the path
ahead, unequal to the unseen forces around us, frightened by the sickness and death that seem
all too real to us now. Stir up your strength and visit us, O Lord; be our shield and rock and
hiding place! Guide our leaders, our scientists, our nurses and doctors. Give them wisdom and
fill their hearts with courage and determination. Make even this hour, O Lord, a season of
blessing for us, that in fear we find you mighty to save, and in illness or death, we find the cross
to be none other than the way of life. All this we ask in the name of the One who bore all our
infirmities, even Jesus Christ our Risen and Victorious Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Protection

O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who labor, and the 
repose of the dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day that is past, and humbly ask for your 
protection through the coming night. Bring us in safety to the morning hours; through him who 
died and rose again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Collect for Mission

O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your presence: Send forth upon us the spirit 
of love, that in companionship with one another your abounding grace may increase among us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The General Thanksgiving

Officiant and People
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Officiant Let us bless the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Officiant then concludes with the following
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

-Romans 15:13


