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Evening Prayer
The Officiant begins the service with the following sentence of Scripture
Officiant Let my prayer be set forth in your sight as incense, the lifting up of my hands as  
  the evening sacrifice.    Psalm 141:2

The Invitatory and Psalter

Officiant O God, make speed to save us.
People  O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Hymn 24 - The Day Thou Gavest - Duke Miles and Daniel Garrick
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Psalm 119: 73-80

73  Your hands have made me and fashioned me; *
 give me understanding, that I may learn your commandments.

74  Those who fear you will be glad when they see me, *
 because I trust in your word.

75  I know, O Lord, that your judgments are right *
 and that in faithfulness you have afflicted me.

76  Let your loving-kindness be my comfort, *
 as you have promised to your servant.

77  Let your compassion come to me, that I may live, *
 for your law is my delight.

78  Let the arrogant be put to shame, for they wrong me with lies; *
 but I will meditate on your commandments.

79  Let those who fear you turn to me, *
 and also those who know your decrees.

80  Let my heart be sound in your statutes, *
 that I may not be put to shame. 

The Lesson
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke           (Luke 12:22–24, 29–31)

Jesus said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat, or 
about your body, what you will wear. For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. 
Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God 
feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! And do not keep striving for what 
you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying. For it is the nations of the 
world that strive after all these things, and your Father knows that you need them. Instead, strive 
for his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.”

  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.

The Song of Simeon    Nunc Dimittis - Luke 2:29-32

Lord, you now have set your servant free *
    to go in peace as you have promised;
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, *
    whom you have prepared for all the world to see:
A Light to enlighten the nations, *
    and the glory of your people Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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Homily
The Rev. Richard Nelson

Priest in Charge, Calvary, Americus

Hymn - As the Deer - Marcella Sinnett and Ben Austin

As the deer panteth for the water
So my soul longeth after You

You alone are my hearts desire
And I long to worship You

Refrain

You alone are my strength, my shield
in You alone my spirit yields

You alone are my hearts desire
And I long to worship You

You’re my friend and You’re my brother
Even though you are a King

I love You more than any other
So much more than anything

Repeat refrain

I want You more than gold or silver
Only You can satisfy

You alone are the real joy giver
And the apple of my eye

Repeat refrain twice

The Apostles’ Creed
Officiant and People together, all standing
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
    creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord.
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
      and born of the Virgin Mary.
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
      was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended to the dead.
    On the third day he rose again.
    He ascended into heaven,
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
    the holy catholic Church,
    the communion of saints,
    the forgiveness of sins,
    the resurrection of the body,
    and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers
Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.

Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages B

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,
We entreat you, O Lord.

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill,
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses,
We entreat you, O Lord.

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world,
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great judg-
ment seat of Christ,
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of John the Baptist all your 
saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,
We entreat you, O Lord.

The Collect of the Day

Everlasting God, you so kindled the flame of holy love in the heart of blessed Catherine of Siena, 
as she meditated on the passion of your Son our Savior, that she devoted her life to the poor and 
the sick, and to the peace and unity of the Church: Grant that we also may share in the mystery of 
Christ’s death, and rejoice in the revelation of his glory; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



6

A Collect for Protection

O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who labor, and the 
repose of the dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day that is past, and humbly ask for your 
protection through the coming night. Bring us in safety to the morning hours; through him who 
died and rose again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Collect for the Presence of Christ

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way, 
kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and 
the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen.

A Prayer in Time of Great Sickness

O mighty and merciful God, in this time of anxiety and sickness, we flee to you for help. Deliver 
us, we pray, from our peril; give strength and skill to all those who minister to the sick; prosper the 
many hands that work for their cure; and grant that, perceiving how frail and uncertain our life 
is, we may apply our hearts unto that heavenly wisdom which leads to eternal life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Mission

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels 
charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, 
soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen.

Hymn - Seek Ye First - Emily Eckels, Waverly Brown, the Rev. Joshua and Benjamin Varner
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The General Thanksgiving

Officiant and People
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Officiant Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia!
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!

Officiant then concludes with the following
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen.

-Romans 15:13


