
VA L D O S TA ,  G E O R G I A  .  N OV E M B E R  9 - 1 1 ,  2 0 1 7

CONVENTION AGENDA

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9
2-5 PM  Registration at Red Door Coffee, 133 N. Patterson, Valdosta, GA 31601 

2-3 PM  Workshops at Christ the King, 101 E Central Ave., Valdosta, GA 31601, 
 Everything You Need to Know About Being on the Vestry – Canon Frank Logue 
 Breaking Through with CDI – The Revs. Denise Ronn, June Johnson, Lonnie Lacy, & Walter Hobgood 
 Church Communications 101– Diocesan Communications Director Anna Iredale

3-4 PM  Workshops at Christ the King
 Everything You Need to Know About Being on the Vestry – Canon Frank Logue      
 Breaking Through with CDI – The Revs. Denise Ronn, June Johnson, Lonnie Lacy, & Walter Hobgood 
 Church Communications 101– Diocesan Communications Director Anna Iredale

2-4 PM  Get Outside with the Creation Care Commission – Meet at Christ the King

4-5 PM Women Clergy Meeting – Location to be announced 

6 PM   Evening Prayer  at Christ Church, 1521 N Patterson St., Valdosta, GA 31602 
 Officiant – The Rt. Rev. Scott Anson Benhase 
 Preacher – The Very Rev. Stanley White 

7 PM Dinner with your delegation on your own

USE HASHTAG #DIOGA196 ON SOCIAL MEDIA
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MORNING DEVOTIONS

OPENING HYMN - COME THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING
Come, thou fount of every blessing,
tune my heart to sing thy grace!
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount! Oh, fix me on it,
mount of God’s unchanging love.

Here I find my greatest treasure;
hither by thy help I’ve come;
and I hope, by thy good pleasure,
safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
wandering from the fold of God;
he, to rescue me from danger,
interposed his precious blood.

Oh to grace how great a debtor
daily I’m constrained to be!
Let thy goodness, like a fetter,
bind my wandering heart to thee:
prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
prone to leave the God I love;
here’s my heart, oh take and seal it,
seal it for thy courts above.

From Psalm 51
Said in unison with a pause at the asterisk

Open my lips, O Lord, *
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Create in me a clean heart, O God, *
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence *
and take not your holy Spirit from me.
Give me the joy of your saving help again *
and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Officiant The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God, source of all wisdom and understanding, be present with those who take 
counsel in the Diocese of Georgia for the renewal and mission of your Church. Teach us in all things 
to seek first your honor and glory. Guide us to perceive what is right, and grant us both the courage to 
pursue it and the grace to accomplish it; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10

8-9 AM  Registration at The Patterson, 101 N. Patterson St., Valdosta, GA 31601

9 AM  Convention opens at the Patterson. Assigned seating, see name badge for table assignment
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A Reading from Matthew 28:16-20
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When they 
saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey every-
thing that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’

The Apostles’ Creed
Officiant and People together, all standing

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers and Thanksgivings may be offered silently or aloud.

The Lord’s Prayer (said in unison)

Officiant Let us bless the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

 
Welcome and the Consent Agenda
If, when called for, no motion and second call for a vote to remove any item from the consent 
agenda, all of the following are passed with a single vote:

• The Convention Agenda as printed in the booklet
• Canon Katie Willoughby is made Secretary of Convention
• Gayle Dawson, MJ Harris, and Anna Iredale are made assistants to the Secretary
• Rules of Order for debates 

The Bishop announces new clergy and those in new calls 



4 - THE 196TH CONVENTION OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF GEORGIA

 First Ballot on Diocesan Elections: Liz Williams, Nominations Chair

 What Good News! - Carrie Headington

 Deacon’s Award: Presented by the Venerable Sandy Turner, Archdeacon

10:45 AM  Break. Be sure to visit our Ministry Fair and vendors on the second floor! 

11 AM  Return from Break 
 
 Second Ballot 
 
 Georgia Southern: Campus Ministry  Report
 
 Treasurer’s Report I

• 2016 Audit
• Financials

 
 Honey Creek Report

 Dean’s Award: Presented by the Very Rev. Stanley White, Dean of the Southwest Convocation 

ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR NOONDAY

Officiant O God, make speed to save us.
People  O Lord, make haste to help us.

Officiant and People
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

HYMN - IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE
Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great Name we praise. 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;
thy justice like mountains high soaring above
thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 

Psalm 126
Said in unison with a pause at the asterisk

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, *
then were we like those who dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, *
and our tongue with shouts of joy.

To all life thou givest, to both great and small;
in all life thou livest, the true life of all;
we blossom and flourish, like leaves on the tree,
then wither and perish; but nought changeth thee. 
 
Thou reignest in glory, thou rulest in light,
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
all laud we would render: O help us to see
’tis only the splendor of light hideth thee.
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Then they said among the nations, *
“The Lord has done great things for them.”
The Lord has done great things for us, *
and we are glad indeed.
Restore our fortunes, O Lord, *
like the watercourses of the Negev.
Those who sowed with tears *
will reap with songs of joy.
Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, *
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A Reading from Matthew 5:13–19
Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is 
no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. “You are the light of the world. 
A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on 
the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. “Do not think that I have 
come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until 
heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is 
accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to 
do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” 

Officiant Lord, have mercy.
People  Christ, have mercy.
Officiant Lord, have mercy.

The Lord’s Prayer (said in unison)

Officiant  Lord, hear our prayer;
People     And let our cry come to you.
Officiant    Let us pray.

O Lord our God, grant that your Church, following the teaching of your servant Leo of Rome, may hold 
fast the great mystery of our redemption, and adore the one Christ, true God and true Man, neither di-
vided from our human nature nor separate from your divine Being; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty and everlasting Father, you have given the Holy Spirit to abide with us for ever: Bless, we pray, 
with his grace and presence, the bishops and the other clergy and the laity here assembled in your Name, 
that your Church, being preserved in true faith and godly discipline, may fulfill all the mind of him who 
loved it and gave himself for it, your Son Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Officiant Let us bless the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.
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12 Noon   Lunch 
  Clergy group photo at the start of the lunch break

1 PM   Results of second ballot announced, take third ballot
 
  Being a Community of Good News - Carrie Headington 
   
  Treasurer’s Report II

• Board of the Corporation
• 2018 Budget

 
  Proposed Canonical Changes 

  Bishop’s Award: Presented by the Rt. Rev. Scott Anson Benhase 
 
2:45-3 PM    Break. Be sure to check out the Ministry Fair and vendors on the second floor!
 
3-3:30 PM Being a Community for Others - Carrie Headington
 
3:30-4:30 PM   Reception on the second floor 

4:30 PM   Convention Eucharist at The Patterson
  Presider and Preacher – The Rt. Rev. Scott Anson Benhase 
 
6:30 PM  Dinner on your own 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11
 
7:30 AM   Eucharist at Christ the King, Valdosta
 
8 AM    Clergy Spouse Breakfast at Birdies Market, 206 N Patterson St, Valdosta, GA 31601  
 
9 AM    Convention opens for Saturday in The Patterson. No assigned seating

  
  MORNING DEVOTIONS LED BY DIOCESAN YOUTH

Hymns - See screens for hymn texts

From Psalm 51
Said in unison with a pause at the asterisk
Open my lips, O Lord, *
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Create in me a clean heart, O God, *
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence *
and take not your holy Spirit from me.
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  Report by the Canon Missioner for Children and Youth, the Rev. Joshua Varner
 
  Discussion and vote on proposed canonical changes 
 
  Being a Community of Blessing - Carrie Headington
   
10:45 AM Break. Be sure and visit the Ministry Fair and vendors on the second floor! 
   
  Discussion and vote on the 2018 budget 
 
  Episcopal Youth and Children Services (EYCS) Report
  
  Closing Business 
 
  Closing Prayer 

Give me the joy of your saving help again *
and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A Reading from Matthew 25:31-40
When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his 
glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shep-
herd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the 
left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you 
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” Then the righ-
teous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave 
you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave 
you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king will answer 
them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it 
to me.”

Prayers and Thanksgivings may be offered silently or aloud.

The Lord’s Prayer (said in unison)

The Collect
Almighty and everliving God, source of all wisdom and understanding, be present with those who take 
counsel in the Diocese of Georgia for the renewal and mission of your Church. Teach us in all things to seek 
first your honor and glory. Guide us to perceive what is right, and grant us both the courage to pursue it and 
the grace to accomplish it; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Officiant Let us bless the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.
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CONVENTION RULES OF DEBATE
Rule II of the Rules of Order for Convention states 
that Roberts Rules of Order, as adapted in the Mod-
ern Rules of Order, shall be a guide to parliamentary 
procedure except where contravened by these Rules. 
Debate is governed by Rule XIV, which is printed be-
low. The full Rules of Order are found on pages 34-37 
of the 2015 Constitution, Canons and Rules of Order 
of the Diocese of Georgia:
http://gaepiscopal.org/docs/2015_canons.pdf

Rule XIV
No motion shall be put or debated until it is sec-
onded, and when seconded, it shall be stated by the 
President before it is voted on. Every resolution shall 
be reduced to writing and read by the Secretary. If the 
question in debate contains several distinct proposi-
tions, any member may have the same divided. When 
a question is under consideration, no motion shall be 
received unless to lay upon the table, to postpone in-
definitely, to postpone to a certain time, to commit it 
or to amend it, and motions for any of these purposes 
shall have precedence in the order herein named. But 
a substitute for a proposition amended, or for which 
an amendment is proposed, shall be in order before 
the main question or amendment.
  
The question of order herein stated shall not be held 
as exhaustive, but all questions not herein 
provided for shall be controlled by general 
parliamentary law. Motion to table and to adjourn 
shall be decided without debate. The motion to ad-
journ shall always be in order. On a question being 

put by the President, it shall be determined by the 
sound of the voices for or against, but any member 
may require a division. In the event of a close vote, 
the President may require a show of hands or other 
positive system for ascertaining the vote. All motions 
to reconsider shall be made only on the same or suc-
ceeding day, and by one voting with the majority; nor 
shall any question be reconsidered more than once. 
All questions of order shall be decided by the presid-
ing officer, subject to an appeal to the Convention.
  
When any member is about to speak in debate, or 
present any matter to the Convention, he or she shall, 
with due respect, address the President, and be con-
fined strictly to the point of debate. No member shall 
speak more than twice in the same debate, without 
leave of the Convention. The Bishop shall always have 
the privilege of closing the debate. Every member 
present on the floor and authorized to vote, when a 
question is put, shall vote yea or nay or may 
abstain. During the course of the Convention, an 
Alternate Delegate may vote in place of an absent 
Delegate if the absence is reported to the Credentials 
Committee and the Alternate is properly certified to 
vote as the Delegate. The Delegate may regain voting 
status at the beginning of the next session following 
a recess by notifying the Credentials Committee who 
shall recertify him or her as the voting Delegate. A 
simple majority vote shall be sufficient to pass any 
motion unless otherwise specified in the Constitution 
and Canons. 



THE 196TH CONVENTION OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF GEORGIA - 9

PROPOSED RESOLUTIONS
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY FOR PROPOSED CANONICAL CHANGES
For more than a decade the Diocese of Georgia has rarely used a provision written in our canons that grants the 
Bishop authority to move parishes who can no longer meet the obligations of a “parish” to “mission” status. Over 
time, this has created confusion defining which congregations are “missions” and which are “parishes.” The dif-
ferences are about more than mere terminology: this affects both representation to Diocesan Convention and the 
amount of oversight provided by the Diocese.

The Diocese and Diocesan Council are proposing changes to enable the Bishop and diocesan leaders to follow 
the canons as written, requiring changes to current language and structure. The outcome of the proposed chang-
es will:

• reduce unnecessary oversight for more than one third of the congregations,
• acknowledge several of our small congregations as full members of the Diocese,
• result in a representative Diocesan Convention, and
• provide an extra level of assurance that endowed funds in all parishes are managed with sound invest-

ment practices. 

Overview of Proposed Changes
The mission designation originally referred to congregations with clergy, called Vicars, appointed by the Bish-
op and compensated by the Diocese. The congregations submitted their vestry minutes and financial reports 
monthly to the Diocese. Although long-term support of mission congregations ended almost two decades ago in 
the Diocese, the canonical distinction remains. We are not alone in this situation–many other dioceses have sim-
ilar histories. Some dioceses have already made changes such as those proposed here. For example, the Diocese 
of Alabama has no distinction among its congregations with all named “Parishes” and treated equally. The only 
distinction in the Diocese of Atlanta is between “Parishes” and “Aided Parishes.” This second model is the one 
agreed to by Diocesan Council in discussions held in 2016.

The proposed changes end the use of the term “Mission” to refer to a congregation of the Diocese. All congrega-
tions are either a “Parish” or an “Aided Parish.” It eliminates the monthly reports now required of 26 currently 
designated missions. The proposal necessitates two additional changes:

(1) determine delegate representation at Diocesan Convention, and,
(2) oversight of investment funds.

(1) The current representation to Diocesan Convention is one delegate for missions and three delegates for 
parishes. Giving every congregation three delegates to Convention would both greatly enlarge the Convention’s 
size while also skewing proportionate representation. To address this, Diocesan Council proposes a proportion-
al system based on the Average Sunday Attendance (ASA) averaged over the three previous years for which we 
have data.

• Congregations with an ASA of 49 or less shall be entitled to one delegate;
• Congregations with an ASA of 50-99 shall be entitled to two delegates;
• Congregations with an ASA of 100-149 shall be entitled to three delegates;
• Congregations with 150-249 shall be entitled to four delegates; and
• Congregations with an ASA of more than 250 shall be entitled to five delegates.

Given current data, this would modestly reduce the total number of delegates from 147 to 137. 

Note: Nearly half of the congregations would experience no change.
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DIOCESAN ELECTIONS
Nominations for all offices remain open until nomina-
tions close on the floor of convention.

CHURCH DISCIPLINARY BOARD  
Previously known as “The Ecclesiastical Trial Court,” 
the Disciplinary Board of the Diocese of Georgia is 
vested with jurisdiction to hear and determine all pro-
ceedings in which a priest or deacon has been charged 
with one or more offense specified in the canons of the 
Episcopal Church. It meets only when necessary. 1 lay 
person and 2 clergy for a term of three years through 
Convention 2020.  
Elect two lay persons and one deacon or priest
 
Bill Bruce  
I would like to continue my present 
service on the Disciplinary Board of 
the Diocese of Georgia. It ties in well 
with my 50+ years of law practice (in 
Tennessee, not Georgia). I was con-
firmed in the Episcopal Church in 
1960 and have been active ever since. 
I have been a parishioner of King of 
Peace for 11 years.

I am active in my Parish as a member of the music 
team, choir, stewardship committee, Vestry (second 
term), and other activities. I serve my Diocese as cur-

(2) The other significant proposal is to apply Rule 18 for Missions (pg. 25 of the Canons) to all congregations. 
This rule states that missions that have financial assets exceeding one year’s Normal Operating Income, as 
defined in their annual parochial report, shall either invest such excess funds with the Board of the Corpora-
tion of the Diocese or obtain a simple waiver (lasting three years) from the Finance Committee of the Diocese. 
Such waivers are granted once a congregation demonstrates that its investment portfolio historically returned 
substantially similar or better results than those of the Board of the Corporation’s investment portfolio and the 
Finance Committee judges their investment portfolio to be reasonable and prudent. The rule guards against 
substantial amounts of money held in CDs and other instruments that do not keep pace with inflation or a 
portfolio aggressively invested in risky equities. This rule has proved beneficial for the Diocese and its canonical 
oversight role. The once-every-three-year waiver from the Finance Committee is a minimal requirement easily 
met by a vestry.
Note: This is not intended to gain more investors for the Board of the Corporation. Rather, it is to ensure that sound 
investment practices remain in place in all 68 congregations.

Beyond the above changes, Diocesan Council proposes a few minor amendments to conform the canons to 
current practice. Read the full canons: http://gaepiscopal.org/docs/Canons-draftchangesforreview.pdf

rent president of the Disciplinary Board, Cursillo team 
member (GA #111 and #116, several teams in Tennes-
see), and past Trustee of the University of the South 
(Sewanee). I attended the 76th General Convention of 
The Episcopal Church as First Alternate Lay Deputy 
from the Diocese of Georgia.  
 
The Rev. David Lemburg
I am new resident of Georgia, a 
42 year member of the Episcopal 
Church, and a priest for 12 years. I 
am married to the Rev. Melanie Lem-
burg and father to Mary Margaret & 
Jack. An Eagle Scout and US Navy 
Veteran, I served as a Delegate to the 
Episcopal Church’s General Conven-
tion in 2000, and served the Diocese 
of Mississippi as a member of its Church Disciplinary 
Board.

PROPOSED RESOLUTIONS AND NOMINEES
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bOARD OF THE CORPORATION 
The Board of Officers is charged with the oversight 
of the investments and disbursements of those funds 
entrusted to it through wills, deeds, and other trust 
instruments. The board meets quarterly. The person 
elected at the 2017 Diocesan Convention will serve 
through Convention 2024.
Elect one layperson 
 
Neil Victor
With 28 years of experience in the 
financial industry, I can provide 
insight into the changing economical 
environment and different invest-
ment selections. It would be an honor 
to help my diocese to better prepare 
for the future in meeting financial 
obligations. 
 
I have been associated with St. John’s 
Savannah all my life and have been a 
representative for St. John’s for the diocesan conven-
tion for the past 11 years. 

DIOCESAN COUNCIL
Council’s responsibilities are to carry out the policies, 
programs and directions of Convention; to deal with 
contingencies as they arise; and to assist the bishop 
in developing the ministry of the diocese. It carries 
out the duties of Convention between Conventions. 
Council generally has four overnight meetings a year 
in various parts of the diocese. The person elected 
at the 2017 Diocesan Convention will serve through 
Convention 2020. 
Elect one lay person, deacon or priest

TRUSTEE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF THE SOUTH 
The board meets in Sewanee, TN, early in October 
each year. The two laypersons and one priest who 
serve on the board from the Diocese of Georgia are to 
represent the university to the diocese. One priest will 
be elected for a three-year term to serve through 
Convention 2020. 
Elect one priest 

The Very Rev. Ted Clarkson
As the present clergy trustee, I am 
aware of the importance of Sewanee 
to the life of the church in our re-
gion, particularly through its role 
as one of the largest and most stable 
of the Episcopal seminaries. I cur-
rently serve on the Church Support 
committee of the Trustees, and am 
working to increase our church sup-
port of the University, particularly 
the seminary, because of its impact 
through EfM, the bi-vocational training program, and 
the residential seminary. Sewanee is important to me 
personally because it is the alma mater of my father 
(the seminary) and my two brothers (the college).

I have been the Rector of St. Andrew’s and Vicar of St. 
Cyprian’s, Episcopal Churches in Darien, Georgia for 
eleven years. A life-long Episcopalian (59 years), I was 
ordained to the priesthood in 2006 after completing 
my M.Div. degree at the School of Theology of the 
University of the South (Sewanee). I currently serve 
the Diocese of Georgia as Dean of the Southeastern 
Convocation, a member of the Standing Committee, 
and deputy to the 2018 General Convention. I have 
previously served the Diocese as Deputy to General 
Convention in 2012 and 2015, President of the Stand-
ing Committee, Chair of the Honey Creek Commis-
sion, a member of the Search Committee for the Tenth 
Bishop of Georgia, and president of the Ecclesiastical 
Trial Court. I serve as a Trustee of the Friends of Can-
terbury Cathedral in the United States.

Before attending seminary, I practiced law for 21 
years with an emphasis on commercial litigation. I 
served the legal profession on the Disciplinary Rules 
Committee of the State Bar of Georgia and the Law-
yers Advisory Committee of the United States Court 
of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit, and I remain 
an inactive member of the State Bar of Georgia and 
the South Carolina State Bar. I served my hometown 
community of Augusta, Georgia as Chair of the Sacred 
Heart Cultural Center, President of the Summerville 
Neighborhood Association, Co-Chair of the Blue 
Ribbon Committee on Race Relations, and Vice-Presi-

NOMINEES
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dent of the Boy Scout Council. In addition to my work 
at St. Andrew’s and St. Cyprian’s, I serve the Darien 
community on the board of Habitat for Humanity and 
am currently a member of the Ministerial Association 
of McIntosh County. 

The Rev. Michael White 
Sewanee has been an integral part of 
my experience as an Episcopalian. 
Through Education For Ministry 
(EfM), I was first formed in this 
tradition. I was ordained a priest 
in the Diocese of Georgia in 1995, 
and continuing education offerings 
from The School of Theology have 
sustained and nurtured me. My wife, 
the Rev. Helen White, and I recently 
dropped off our oldest son, Ethan, for his freshman 
year at Sewanee: The University of the South. He 
sings in the Chapel Choir, plays saxophone in the Jazz 
Band, and enjoys participating in the full life of the 
campus, including the Episcopal/religious offerings. 
Sewanee continues to be an integral part of my life in 
the Church.

For the past nine years of ministry, I have focused on 
re-establishing Christ Church, Savannah as a healthy 
congregation that is fully integrated into the life of the 
Diocese of Georgia. The faithful work of lay leaders, 
clergy, staff, this Diocese, and the larger Episcopal 
Church has made Christ Church healthy and strong, 
thanks be to God. Now, I would like to offer myself in 
service and leadership for the Diocese beyond Christ 
Church. While recently visiting Sewanee, it was point-
ed out to us that there is an image of Christ Church, 
Savannah in one of the stained glass windows in All 
Saints’ Chapel. In a different building, I noticed a por-
trait of Bishop Stephen Elliot, first Bishop of Georgia, 
rector of Christ Church, and a founder of Sewanee. I 
would cherish the rare opportunity to be a Trustee of 
my son’s college while helping restore and reaffirm the 
role that Christ Church, Savannah can play in service 
to the larger Episcopal community.  It would be an 
honor to represent the Diocese of Georgia as a Clergy 
Trustee at Sewanee. 

NOMINEES
STANDING COMMITTEE
The Standing Committee is the bishop’s Council 
of Advice. In the absence of a bishop, the Standing 
Committee acts as the Ecclesiastical Authority for 
those purposes declared by General Convention. 
The Standing Committee must approve all ordina-
tions and any financial indebtedness of parishes. It 
usually meets four times a year at the same time as 
the Commission on Ministry and in various loca-
tions throughout the diocese. Persons elected will 
serve a three-year term through Convention 2021. 
Elect one lay person and one priest 
 
Bill Kitterman
During the past year, I have been 
serving on the Standing Com-
mittee, completing the unexpired 
term of Charlie Hough. While 
serving as the committee’s sec-
retary, I have come to learn and 
understand the functions and 
objectives of the Standing Com-
mittee.

A cradle Episcopalian, I was 
baptized and confirmed at Christ and St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church in Norfolk, Virginia, where I also 
sang in the choir from the time I was eight years 
old. I have been a member of St. Mary Magdalene 
in Louisville, Georgia since its inception in 1976. At 
various times, I have served as the church’s secre-
tary, treasurer, junior warden, and representative to 
Convention. I have served on the Diocesan Council 
and most recently on the Standing Committee. It is 
important that the small “county seat churches” in 
our diocese have a voice within the larger church. I 
bring that perspective to the Standing Committee.

I have a bachelor’s degree in Sociology from Wil-
liam and Mary and graduate degrees in Psychol-
ogy and School Administration from what is now 
Augusta University. A strong advocate for public 
education, I have served in our local school system 
as a social worker, a special education teacher, a 
high school principal, and currently an adminis-
trator for data collection. I am a member of The 
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ly connected to the work and mission not just of my 
congregation but also of my diocese and of the larger 
church.

Since moving back to Georgia in early 2014, I have 
had the privilege to serve as the Rector of St. Michael 
and All Angels, Savannah. Before returning home to 
Georgia, I served parishes in Louisiana and West Vir-
ginia. In West Virginia I served as Deputy to General 
Convention, Convocation Dean, and member of both 
the Commission on Ministry and the Standing Com-
mittee.

I am delighted to be back home in Georgia. Here I 
have served on the Honey Creek Commission and 
the Columba House Advisory Board. When not at the 
church or at home with my family, I can usually be 
found in the waters and salt marshes of Coastal Geor-
gia, hunting the elusive redfish from my kayak.

Augusta Choral Society and have served on its board 
in a variety of positions.

The Episcopal Church excites me. I love its liturgy 
and its advocacy for the rights of the disenfranchised 
and the marginalized. I love that our church creates 
an open dialog and has a place for everyone. I want to 
serve the church at the local and the diocesan level. 

The Rev. R. Kevin Kelly 
The Diocese of Georgia is not 
only my geographical home but 
my spiritual one as well. I was 
born and raised in Valdosta, and 
graduated from Valdosta State 
College and then Virginia Theo-
logical Seminary. I was confirmed, 
married, and in 1994 ordained to 
the diaconate at Christ Church, 
Valdosta. Serving on the Standing 
Committee allows me to be ful-

Clergy of the Diocese of Georgia at the 2016 Convention at Good Shepherd, Augusta

We will take a new clergy group photo today at the start of the lunch break.
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Board of the Corporation
Congregational participation in the Board of the 
Corporation continued to increase in 2016. St. James, 
Quitman and St. Matthew’s, Savannah invested long-
term assets in the fund. In 2017, The Legacy Fund for 
St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church and The St. George’s 
Episcopal Church Endowment Fund were established. 
Please reference the audited financial statement found 
on pages 42-43 of this book for more details on the 
funds invested with the Board of the Corporation. 
 
The funds continue to be managed with a balanced ap-
preciation risk profile and a long-term horizon. 2016 is 
the second year with our new investment managers at 
US Trust. The overall performance improved from the 
prior year, but was somewhat less than desirable.  The 
funds in 2016 experienced a 4.98% increase (4.34% 
net of fees.) The portfolio closed at a total valuation of 
$8,531,353 as of December 31, 2016. The 2017 perfor-
mance year-to-date is in line with benchmarks and is 
much improved.  
 
Members of the Board of the Corporation, elected by 
the Diocesan Convention, annually review the port-
folio position and performance to set a spending rate 
that supports preservation of long term asset capital 
while encouraging the use of fund income and growth 
for mission and ministry. For questions about the 
Board of the Corporation, please reach out to Board 
Secretary Leslie Lambert or Canon Katie Willoughby.

Canon Katie Willoughby
Canon for Administration

Chancellor
During 2016, I served the Diocesan Convention at 
the Church of the Good Shepherd in Augusta as 
Parliamentarian and Chancellor to the Bishop. I also 
attended some of the meetings of Diocesan Coun-
cil held since that Convention in November 2016.  I 
provided general legal advice and counsel to Bishop 
Benhase, the Standing Committee and the Diocesan 
Staff on an as needed basis. I worked with Canon 
Logue, the Chancellor of the Diocese of Atlanta and 
legal representatives of a number of other denomi-
national churches to once again fend off the passage 
of proposed legislation in Georgia which would have 

CONVENTION REPORTS
negatively affected the church’s ownership and trust in-
terests in its real property.  I also provided legal advice 
to a number of parishes and missions in the Diocese 
regarding routine legal matters and by laws revisions 
and also consulted with a number of parish clergy and 
vestries regarding matters of concern to them under 
the Constitutions and Canons of The Episcopal Church 
and the Diocese of Georgia.   

The Rev. Jim Elliott
Chancellor, Diocese of Georgia

 
Commission on Ministry
In discerning a call to holy orders, aspirants first meet 
with their priest and the bishop and then with a Con-
vocational Discernment Committee (CDC). As bap-
tized Christians, we know that all aspirants for holy 
orders are called by God to minister. Those groups 
are listening for signs that God is calling the person 
to ordained ministry in the Episcopal Church. With a 
favorable report from the CDC, aspirants meet with 
both the Commission on Ministry (CoM) and the 
Standing Committee. Canons charge the Commis-
sion with advising the Bishop in the first steps toward 
ordination, of postulancy and candidacy. Postulancy 
is a time of initial training and formation.  Halfway 
through one’s studies to become a deacon or priest, the 
postulant returns to the Commission for a check in 
and a vote which moves the Postulant to a Candidate 
for holy orders. Ordination approval is required from 
the Standing Committee.

The CoM is comprised of an interview committee and 
examining chaplains, who read the General Ordination 
Examination (GOE) answers of persons studying for 
the priesthood to determine if he or she is proficient in 
Holy Scripture, Christians Ethics, and the other areas 
canonically required for ordination.

In a meeting March 31-April 1 at Holy Nativity on St. 
Simons Island, the Examining Chaplains carefully re-
viewed the GOE answers from four candidates for the 
priesthood, Thomas Barron, Terri Degenhardt, Leslie 
Dellenbarger, and Larry Jesion. The Standing Commit-
tee approved all four for ordination to the priesthood.

At that same meeting, the interview committee ap-
proved one postulant for the Diaconate and three 
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uncontrolled glaucoma, 14 for surgical pterygia and 
nine for severe or proliferative diabetic retinopathy, 
and the remainder for a variety of other treatable prob-
lems.”  This trip marks the team’s fourth year at this 
location, and each year the vision clinic has grown. For 
more information, contact mission team leader Dave 
Sweeterman (davesweeterman@gmail.com).

The Southeastern Convocation of the Diocese of 
Georgia sponsored a team of ten missioners working 
in the villages of El Carretón and Jalonga from Janu-
ary 31-February 8, 2017. In El Carretón they checked 
on their previous work on a water system for the local 
Episcopal school, and in Jalonga they worked to acti-
vate bakery equipment in a building owned by the lo-
cal Episcopal church that could be used to bake bread 
to sell to a nearby public school. This trip marked the 
sixth consecutive year this team has worked in the Do-
minican Republic. For more information, contact Rita 
Spalding (rstetta@gmail.com).

St. Anne’s Episcopal Church (Tifton) sponsored a trip 
with eight missioners to Las Carreras during March 
18-27, 2017. This trip marked the fifth year that this 
team has worked in this community. They worked on 
construction projects for villagers, including pouring 
concrete floors for houses, and renewing friendships 
with people they had met on earlier trips. For more 
information, contact Troy Spicer (tspicer@abac.edu) or 
the Rev. Lonnie Lacy (Lonnie@stannestifton.com).
Christ Church Valdosta sponsored a trip with 14 mis-
sioners to the Dominican Episcopal camp and confer-
ence center in El Pedregal from June 12-19, 2017. This 
team has worked in this community since 2001. The 
main projects for 2017 were building a house in the 
village for a local family, restoring the goals and nets 
on a basketball court, conducting a veterinary clinic, 
teaching Vacation Bible School for 130 school children, 
and sponsoring a splash party for the children. For 
more information, contact Julia Ariail (juliacariail@
gmail.com) or Julius Ariail (julius.ariail@gmail.com).

Each of the four mission teams was featured in From 
the Field twice, once during the week the team was in 
the Dominican Republic and then again after the team 
returned to Georgia.  These articles included photo-
graphs of each team and summaries of the work that 
was accomplished. 

postulants for the priesthood. The Commission also 
approved R.V. Cate and Sara Zevallos as candidates for 
the diaconate and Arthur Jones, DeWayne Cope, and 
Bunny Williams as candidates for the priesthood.

The Commission met again on November 3-4 at St. 
Alban’s in Augusta. The interview committee met with 
two postulants for the diaconate and two postulants for 
the priesthood as well as one person each applying for 
candidacy to the diaconate and the priesthood.

The Commission also assists Bishop Benhase in ongo-
ing oversight of the process of formation for deacons 
and priests.

The Rev. Canon Frank Logue
Canon to the Ordinary

Companion Diocese
For the past 17 years, the Episcopal Dioceses of Geor-
gia and the Dominican Republic have bonded in a 
companion relationship sharing the love of God. This 
relationship between our two dioceses is a vibrant part 
of our diocesan ministries, both at home and abroad.

During 2017, 52 people on four mission teams from 
the Diocese of Georgia worked alongside Episcopal 
congregations in four separate locations in our Com-
panion Diocese of the Dominican Republic. This num-
ber is an increase from last year’s total of 38. The 52 
people on the “Go Teams” were supported by parishio-
ners in their home churches, family members, friends, 
and corporations as the “Home Teams” to finance the 
projects the teams accomplished.

The Outreach Committee of St. Peter’s Savannah 
sponsored the largest “Go Team” to conduct an optical 
clinic in the city of San Pedro de Macorís from January 
21-28, 2017. The group of 20 included one ophthal-
mologist, three optometrists, and three opticians as 
well as 13 translators and volunteers. The final report 
from Dr. Alan Peaslee, one of the optometrists on the 
team, stated: “We admitted 964 patients. We dispensed 
382 pairs of prescription glasses, 610 pairs of readers, 
nearly 500 pairs of sunglasses, and ordered 50 pairs of 
prescription glasses from home to be mailed back to 
the clinic to distribute. This week we referred a total of 
137 for surgical care, 59 for surgical cataracts, 38 for 
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Julia and Julius Ariail (Christ Church, Valdosta) 
continued to serve as co-chairs of the Companion 
Diocese Commission.  As Bishop Benhase’s represen-
tatives on the board of the Dominican Development 
Group (DDG), a coordinating agency for the dioceses 
with companion relationships with the Diocese of the 
Dominican Republic, they attended the board meeting 
of the DDG in Santo Domingo on February 15, the 
retirement celebration for the Rt. Rev. Julio C. Holguín 
as Bishop Diocesan on November 1, the seating of the 
Rt. Rev. Moisés Quezada as Bishop Diocesan on No-
vember 4, and the fall meeting of the DDG on Novem-
ber 6, all in Santo Domingo. Julia serves as secretary 
of the organization.  Julius made an additional trip to 
the Dominican Republic from September 27 to Octo-
ber 4 to deliver supplies to the clergy and photograph 
churches and schools. He continues his work to assist 
with the development of the website and social media 
of the Dominican diocese and the Dominican Devel-
opment Group. Both Julia and Julius also maintain the 
Companion Diocese Commission’s webpage as part of 
the Diocese of Georgia’s website at http://bit.ly/Dio-
GACompanionDiocese. For more information, contact 
Julia Ariail (juliacariail@gmail.com) or Julius Ariail at 
(julius.ariail@gmail.com).

Julius and Julia Ariail
Companion Diocese Commission Co-Chairs

Creation Care Commission
Founded in 2015, the Creation Care Commission 
(CCC) engages the diocese in compassionate service 
to God’s Creation through inspiration, education, and 
initiatives. 

This year, the CCC continued development of the 
Ecology Center at Honey Creek, a project made pos-
sible by a substantial United Thank Offering (UTO)
grant. The Ecology Center includes a 2-room building 
with a screened porch, the dock, a raised-bed garden, 
and picnic tables for outdoor education and fellowship. 

The UTO grant funded improvements to the dock, 
including a covered area, safety rails, wildlife iden-
tification signs, fishing equipment, and Adirondack 
chairs.  The building now boasts a classroom with new 
hands-on educational materials and a comfortable 
“retreat room” with a couch, reading chair, books, 

mini-fridge, and coffee/tea station. The screened porch 
(with ceiling fans) provides a breezy, bug-free space to 
observe marsh life and enjoy the sunrise.  Soon, spiri-
tual resources will be available in the retreat room for 
personal and small-group retreats. 

Creation Care Commission member Laura Evans 
created ecological education programming for Honey 
Creek camp this summer and trained camp staff and 
three volunteer Green Directors to lead classes and 
activities. Green Directors also assisted campers with 
food waste reduction and composting throughout the 
summer. 

In the spring, CCC offered three “Down to the Riv-
er To Pray” events across the diocese in cooperation 
with Georgia Interfaith Power & Light (GIPL).  These 
half-day retreats in kayaks and canoes included prayer 
pauses and reflection on our relationship with Cre-
ation. 

Current CCC members are the Rev. Dcn. Leeann 
Culbreath (Tifton), Laura Evans (Darien), David Kirby 
(Waycross), Linda Lowery (Albany), Bill Querin (Val-
dosta), and Laura Walker (Savannah). Those wishing 
to serve on the Commission or assist with activities 
and events contact Deacon Culbreath (deaconleeann@
gmail.com). 
 The Rev. Dcn. Leeann Culbreath

Commission Chair  
Cursillo Report
The Cursillo Commission for 2016 consisted of nine 
lay persons and three clergy.
   
We are delighted to report that Cursillo #122 weekend 
was held in February, 2016. Cursillo #122 was sched-
uled for October, 2016, however Hurricane Matthew 
visited Honey Creek instead. The decision to close the 
Center came within days of the arrival of some 50+ 
folks for the Cursillo weekend.  Cursillo #122 thus 
moved to 2017. Enthusiasm for sharing the love of 
Christ was not deterred, however, and a Day of Deeper 
Understanding (DDU) was led by commission mem-
bers in the month following the weekend. 
Sponsorship workshops were held for new Cursillistas, 
as well as former Cursillistas who had not previously 
had the opportunity to receive training.  Sponsorship 
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training has strengthened the formation of Reunion 
Groups and the revitalization of Ultreyas throughout 
the diocese, as we strive to “make friends, be friends, 
and bring friends to Christ”.  Commission members 
are available throughout the year to hold sponsor-
ship training around the Diocese for a convocation or 
parish.  Contact Allison Clarkson at allison@darientel.
net to schedule a commission member to visit your 
parish or convocation to offer such training.  In addi-
tion, convocational Ultreyas were held in the Central, 
Augusta, and Southeast Convocations by a few Com-
mission members lead by Rose Wilson from St. Mark’s 
in Brunswick.  These events strive to give our Cursillo 
brothers and sisters throughout the Diocese the oppor-
tunity to regroup after some time of sabbatical, touch 
old friends that we have not seen, and to share the love 
of God.  

Some gifts of thanksgiving were received during the 
year, for which we are ever grateful.  The costs of run-
ning a weekend often reach into the pockets of those 
already volunteering their time and love to the event.  
And we never want anyone to have the desire to attend 
and lack the funds to do so. 
The goals of the Commission for the coming year are: 
• Transition to the ACS registration system 
• Increase communication avenues and add more   
 communication tools & stewards, an ongoing   
 challenge
• Capture new team participation from weekends   
 resulting in a growing community
• Continue enhancement of our “How to” Manuals 
• Develop a scholarship program to ease the burden  
 of the cost of the weekend for participants and   
 team members short on funds to attend
• Continue to grow and develop our Servant 
 Community 

If you have an expertise you would like to share, please 
contact Sandy Sandbach at Christ Church, Valdosta.  
Sandy volunteered to form a servant community that 
provides support and actions for our current commis-
sion.

The Commission wishes to extend its thanks and 
love to all members who have served in the ongoing 
process of making Cursillo a viable ministry in our 

Diocese, once again.  As we all respond to Presiding 
Bishop Michael Curry and to the Bishop of Georgia, 
Scott Benhase with the challenge to evangelism, we see 
Cursillo as a major ministry for helping to better equip 
us for relational evangelism.

If you have not experienced a Cursillo weekend, we 
invite you to do so.  If you have attended and feel a call 
to serve in any capacity of the Cursillo ministry, con-
tact someone on the Commission and make your voice 
heard.  We are eager to hear from you.  You’ve read our 
goals – come assist us in reaching them and strength-
ening our community for evangelism and leadership – 
“Make a friend, be a friend, bring a friend to Christ.” 

Cursillo Financial Report 
Opening Balance   $3,941
Income   $10, 452
Expenses   ( 9,189)            
Closing Balance   $   5,204

 

Peace, 
Judy Draffin, Chairperson

Deacons of The Diocese of Georgia
Currently we have 28 deacons in the Diocese  who are 
working with parishes or in other active roles in the di-
ocese and 19 deacons  who are retired. Three Deacons 
died this year, Deacon Jim Aton, Deacon Janet Robin-
son and Deacon Lynn Anderson.

Two deacons completed the process in their call to the 
priesthood and were ordained this past summer.  

An educational fund was started in honor of Deacon 
Lynn Anderson to support the education and growth 
of the diaconal program.  Lynn was a mentor and be-
loved sponsor of young deacons in the diocese and this 
scholarship will be a fitting way to support the diaconal 
ministry.

The February Deacon’s retreat focused on disaster 
preparedness and the hard work the dea-cons in the 
Albany area did to  help the many people caught in the 
tornadoes in that area last winter.  Since then infor-
mation gained helped other deacons as they worked 
to support areas in need following the hurricanes this 
year.
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The Deacons also met in August at Honey Creek to 
support the postulants and complete their review of 
liturgical roles and practice their homilies with our 
group.

We have three postulants in the Diocesan School for 
Ministry now with two preparing for ordination soon 
and one beginning his second year working with both 
the Diocese of Georgia and Atlanta in his studies. 
There are also several aspirants in discernment with 
the prospect of having more dea-cons in our numbers 
soon.
   The Ven. Sandy Turner, Archdeacon

Diocesan Council
Functioning at the diocesan level much like a vestry for 
a church, council is comprised of clergy and lay rep-
resentatives from each convocation and three at-large 
members, as well as the chancellor, convocation deans, 
bishop, and canons who serve ex officio on the Coun-
cil. The Council met three times in 2017. 
At each meeting, Council members hear reports from 
the Canon for Administration, the Canon to the Ordi-
nary, the Missioner for Children and Youth, and Bish-
op Benhase. Other reports happen as needed included 
from Honey Creek and some programs of the Diocese.

February 3, 2017
Diocesan Council met at St. Francis of the Island, 
Savannah. At that meeting, Canon Katie Willoughby, 
the Canon for Administration, presented a later tithe 
appeal from St. Mark’s. Council heard the request and 
voted unanimously to reduce the tithe for St. Mark’s to 
$500 for 2017, which will permit the vestry to address 
some differed maintenance projects that need not to be 
put off any longer. 

A major agenda item at the February meeting was 
the review of a proposed package of canonical chang-
es, which the Council spent a good bit of time on in 
2016. The proposed canonical changes main purpose 
is to end the current distinction between parishes and 
missions. The mission designation originated with 
congregations  newly founded and served with clergy 
compensated by the Diocese. These congregations had 
clergy, called Vicars, appointed by the Bishop. Missions 

submitted their vestry minutes and financial reports 
monthly. Long-term support of mission congregations 
ended almost two decades ago in the Diocese, howev-
er, the canonical distinction remains. 

The package of changes proposed end the use of the 
term “Mission” to refer to a congregation of the Di-
ocese. All congregations are either a “Parish” or an 
“Aided Parish.” The proposed changes eliminate the 
monthly reports now required of 26 currently desig-
nated missions. The proposal necessitates a new way to 
determine delegate representation at Diocesan Con-
vention, and, to provide oversight of investment funds. 
Council engaged in a detailed discussion of the chang-
es. During the discussion, Council edited the changes 
to make the representation to convention based a 
3-year average of the ASA reported on the most recent 
Parochial reports extant. Additional edits clarified that 
assistance accepted for an assisting priest would not 
change the status of a parish to that of an aided parish 
and shortened by three years the process by which an 
Aided Parish could get Parish status. 

Bishop Benhase reported on the Campaign for Con-
gregational Development that the Campaign is cur-
rently at $2.22 million and is unlikely to reach the $3 
million goal by February 28 when the Campaign stops 
receiving pledges. The Bishop also reported on the 
sale of the property of St. Francis in Camilla, Georgia. 
The sale grossed just under $44,000 with some fees 
associated with the auction of the property. Council 
approved moving the net income from the sale to the 
Reserve Fund for the Diocese. The group also unani-
mously elected the Rev. Joe Bowden as Vice President 
of Diocesan Council. 

May 12, 2017
Council met at St. Alban’s, Augusta. Canon Willough-
by reported that the Lead-Grow-Share Campaign for 
Congregational Development continues to receive gifts 
and will do so for the coming three years as pledges are 
honored. A recent $100,000 gift to the Campaign well 
after the official closing date of February 28, is the larg-
est of the ongoing gifts. Those funds pay out to existing 
projects including operating costs for Columba House 
and redevelopment work at St. Luke’s Rincon. Two new 
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funds are added to the bottom of the report for Be-
loved Community Savannah (Epiphany) and a Church 
Plant in the Grovetown area of Augusta. 

Canon Willoughby also updated Council on a posi-
tive trend. Though a few congregations are behind on 
their tithes to the Diocese, this was due to transitions 
in clergy or administrators and they are now coming 
in after reminders went out. In general, the pledge 
report shows the congregations of the Diocese are by 
and large paying their tithes promptly, which is a great 
benefit to cash flow for diocesan operations. This was 
a major improvement over the prior two years when 
payments from congregations lagged significantly.

Canon Logue reported on the major training effort 
for Project Resource stewardship training. This stew-
ardship training shares best practices compiled by the 
College for Bishops and the Episcopal Church Founda-
tion.  The training includes the three pillars of Annual 
Stewardship, Major Gifts Campaigns, and Planned 
Giving. Bishop Benhase planned to attend further 
training working toward rolling out Project Resource 
2.0 to be led by the Bishop with a small team of train-
ers. 

Bishop Benhase highlighted the next goal for the Dio-
cese is to retire the roughly $1.2 million Honey Creek 
Debt by 2021. The debt is held by bond holders from 
the Honey Creek Bond Sale. Council discussed ways 
to bridge the gap among congregations by showing the 
exciting things going on, which people in the pew don’t 
see. 

Bishop Benhase updated the Council on the Augusta 
area church plant that will take place in Grovetown. 
Our prospective church planter was assessed by the 
Lutheran Church who determined that he has the gifts 
for this ministry. The Bishop also briefed the Council 
on the Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s planned Sep-
tember 17  Revival at Honey Creek, receiving feedback 
on the plans. 

Bishop Benhase brought to the floor the package of 
canonical changes approved at the February Diocesan 
Council meeting. Discussion followed largely on the 
process for a parish to either invest with the Board of 

the Corporation or gain a waiver from the Finance 
Committee by demonstrating a balanced portfolio 
with an acceptable rate of return (comparable to other 
balanced portfolios) and on the proportional represen-
tation to convention. Council approved the package of 
changes.

October 20, 2017
Canon Willoughby reported that Honey Creek re-
ceived a positive report on the insurance in the af-
termath of Hurricane Irma. Executive Director Dade 
Brantley foresees ending the year in the black even 
though we experienced a major hurricane. Post-hur-
ricane, the biggest problem was downed trees, with 67 
trees to clean up, none of which did significant damage 
to the buildings, though Schuessler did suffer from 
some minor flooding.  The dock survived, which is 
excellent news as a UTO grant had just permitted us 
to make needed upgrades. While the Revival planned 
for the weekend after the storm had to be postponed to 
January 2018, the Retreat Center was up and running 
in time for Happening #99 just a week later.

Bishop Benhase noted that while we have consistently 
operated Honey Creek in the black, we are not current-
ly paying down the debt. The Honey Creek Commis-
sion will be working on a strategy in the near term to 
retire the debt.

Canon Willoughby added that we are continuing to 
increase our support to the Episcopal Church. Asking 
from the denomination had been set at 19 percent. The 
General Convention reduced the amount to 15 percent 
in 2015, and moved the asking to an assessment The 
Diocese is currently paying 12.5 percent. 

Council then considered appeals to the tithe made by 
St. Thomas Aquinas, Baxley and St. Mark’s, Woodbine. 
St. Thomas Aquinas asked the amount be reduced 
from 10 percent of the average of the previous 3 years 
to 10 percent of 2017 operating fund actuals. Council 
granted the appeal. The St. Mark’s Woodbine appeal 
did not meet the canonical requirements. No vote was 
taken on the appeal, which will be considered at the 
next Council meeting.

Canon Frank Logue submitted a written report as he 
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The Bishop noted and an ongoing gap between what 
the congregations expect from the diocese and what 
the diocesan staff can actually provide. Bishop Benhase 
asked Canon Willoughby to research models of dio-
cese’s tithe structures and Bishop Appeals to present to 
the next Council. 

The Revival had to be postponed from September 17 
due to damage caused by Hurricane Irma. The event, 
moved to January 20, will celebrate Deaconess Alex-
ander through the readings and the debut of a film 
about the Deaconess. Anyone registered for September 
remains registered for the 2018 Revival. 

Diocesan Council next meets February 2, 2018 at St. 
Barnabas, Valdosta.

 The Rev. Canon Frank Logue
Canon to the Ordinary

Education for Ministry 
Administered and accredited by the School of Theolo-
gy at the University of the South in Sewanee, TN, Edu-
cation for Ministry (EfM) educates the laity and helps 
them discern their individual calls to ministry.  The 
program’s reading texts offer perspectives on the entire 
sweep of the Christian tradition from the earliest peri-
od to the present: biblical exegesis and interpretation, 
church history, theology, ethics, worship, spirituality, 
and interfaith encounters as well as theological reflec-
tion.  How appropriate that this program is thriving in 
the Diocese of Georgia, a diocese in which the Bishop 
has called us to make disciples and make a difference 
in our communities. 
  
As your coordinator, I am pleased to report that atten-
dance at training events at Honey Creek and in Albany, 
hosted by St John’s and St Mark’s, capped out (attract-
ing mentors from four dioceses), and the locations of 
EfM groups has spread in the diocese.  As of October 
2017, there are 14 active groups; an increase from 12 
groups in 2015, and 10 groups in 2014.  EfM has been 
strong for a long time in both the Savannah and Alba-
ny Convocations, and currently all of the convocations 
host groups.  This year we have a new seminar in Jesup 
and on Tybee Island, and Hawkinsville is anticipated to 
have a seminar in 2018.  Like many EfM groups across 

was attending a meeting of the Episcopal Church’s   
Executive Council, which functions as the denomi-
nation’s Board of Directors. He noted that for the first 
time in his seven years as Canon to the Ordinary, there 
are no openings in the diocese for clergy calls. 

Bishop Benhase introduced the Rev. Canon Joshua 
Varner in his new full-time role as Canon Mission-
er for Children and Youth. The bishop stated that he 
wants Council to get the word out that if congrega-
tions are having challenges with Christian formation 
for children, or if you want to make your congrega-
tion more child friendly, as the diocesan staff ’s role is 
helping congregations be more vital places of ministry. 
Varner said that the move to full time will give him the 
time to better evaluate what we are doing now and de-
termine what might work better in our goal of making 
disciples. 

Bishop Benhase reported on hiring Mary Jane Harris 
as Office Administrator. This new position will have a 
broader profile than previous staff. Harris will serve a 
role in church discipline as the Title IV Intake Officer, 
meaning that she will receive any complaints against 
clergy. Harris will serve as the Registrar for the ordi-
nation process, and take a larger role in organizing the 
commission on ministry. As a military veteran with 
previous experience in Human Resources, she brings a 
diverse skill set to this new position. 

Bishop Benhase reported that he is working with the 
standing committee in discerning whether to sell the 
diocesan house and purchasing another house. There 
is an offer on the current diocesan house and we have 
made an offer on another house. Issues with zoning on 
the new location require a variance as this is in an his-
toric district. The standing committee is being apprised 
at every step of the way and has approved both offers. 

Bishop Benhase reported on the Project Resource 
2.0 stewardship training which he is bringing to each 
convocation together with a small team of trainers. 
The diocese also continues to roll out Invite Welcome 
Connect and the speaker for convention, Carrie Head-
ington, will focus on the Invite area.
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the nation, our EfM groups include people of other 
denominations, including Roman Catholics and Pen-
tecostals in our diocese.  The varying backgrounds of 
Episcopalians who participate in EfM also add richness 
to the program. Because the design of the program of-
fers many opportunities for participants to learn from 
the experience of others, this is a program that increas-
es understanding across denominational and religious 
lines.

It is with great pleasure that I serve the diocese, EfM, 
and our Lord in this ministry.  The Rt. Rev. Scott 
Benhase appointed me as coordinator in November 
2014, and I am truly thankful to the Bishop for his 
encouragement and continued support of the EfM 
program.
 Respectfully, 

Misty Graham
 EfM Diocesan Coordinator

Episcopal Church Women
The Episcopal Church Women’s (ECW)board strives 
to assist the women of the Episcopal Church in the 
Diocese of Georgia to carry on Christ’s work of rec-
onciliation, mission and ministry in the community, 
nation and the world and to take their place in the life, 
governance and worship of the church.  The board 
meets three times each year to conduct business, share 
reports, and communicate the work being done with-
in each convocation.  Board members are available to 
assist parishes upon request.  Communication of ECW 
information from within the diocese, province, and 
The Episcopal Church is a priority and a challenge.  
Furthermore, the board represents the diocese during 
the annual province meetings each June and the trien-
nials.  Triennial meetings are held in conjunction with 
General Conventions. The theme for the upcoming 
triennial meeting is GO! ECW Share the Word: Every 
Day Comunicamos Every Where. 

Our diocesan United Thank Offering and Church 
Periodical Club (CPC) funds are managed through 
this board.  The chairpersons of the UTO Offering 
and CPC report regularly to the board concerning the 
in-gatherings and disbursement of said funds.  They 
also communicate to parishes the importance of the 

in-gatherings and where to send the collections. These 
do not go through the Diocesan Office. The UTO 
funds are sent to the national UTO board for distribu-
tion in grants.  Our diocese has been the recipient of 
numerous grants. The CPC funds are divided among 
our seminarians to help defray the cost of their books.  
CPC also collects for Miles of Pennies which provides 
grants of materials for children’s programs.  Informa-
tion on UTO and CPC are readily available on the 
diocesan website under the ECW tab.

The annual diocesan ECW/Daughters of the King 
(DOK) Meeting and Retreat will be held at St. Pat-
rick’s Episcopal Church, Albany on April 27-28, 2018. 
As materials reach the parish offices and ECW/DOK 
contacts that we have, PLEASE see that the materials 
are shared with all women.  A traditional ECW/DOK 
organization at your church is not a requirement to 
attend.  The women of the Episcopal Church have a 
splendid variety of organizational structures through-
out our diocese. After this meeting we will evaluate the 
experimental combining of the ECW & DOK’s spring 
events, all input is welcomed.  All women are invited 
and welcome at the ECW/DOK Annual Retreat for 
spiritual growth, learning, fellowship, and fun!  

ECW Financial Report FY16
Opening Balance  $7,045.42
Income Received  $4,823.00
Expenses  $4,962.61
Closing Balance  $6,905.81

  
Beth Mithen, President

Episcopal Relief and Development
Most of our efforts were placed in two categories: 
providing materials supporting the more commonly 
known “Gifts for Life” program. 

Lesser known but of great importance is the work 
and planning associated with providing resources to 
dioceses and parishes to mitigate the effects of ma-
jor natural disasters. Three major storms affected the 
Diocese of Georgia. Thanks to Bishop Scott Benhase, 
work for developing disaster plans was well underway 
and we were noticeably more ready than many other 
organizations of similar size. 
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The Rev. Charles Todd and the Rev. Jim Parker were 
available for consulting on how to prioritize activities 
for greatest effect. Todd worked on helping  three par-
ishes work on their plan, assisted Canon Frank Logue 
during Hurricane Maria; helped dig out one family 
from a flooded home and sat in on daily meetings with 
ERD before and after the hurricane. Parker, somewhat 
limited in physical activity due to an injured back, as-
sisted two parishes in preparing their plans, staffed the 
phones and answered questions.

Hurricane season is not yet over and a new season is 
just over the horizon. We encourage  all diocesan assets 
to develop a viable program of preparation, mitigation 
and recovery  and “practice the plan” at least once a 
year.

The Revs. James Parker and Charles Todd
Diocesan Disaster Relief Co-Coordinators

 
Episcopal Youth and Children’s Services
The Episcopal Youth and Children’s Services (ECYS) 
has awarded $80,400 in scholarships to 53 students 
from the Diocese of Georgia for the academic year 
2017-2018. This year saw an increase in the number of 
applications (from 31 in 2016 to 53 this year) as well as 
the distribution of awards over last year. 

Respectfully submitted,
Sherry Holtzclaw, 2017 EYCS President

   
HIV/AIDS Commission/ 
St. Stephen’s Ministry of Augusta
St. Stephen’s Ministry (SSM) is supported by a major 
Federal grant (HUD) administered through the Au-
gusta Housing and Community Development Depart-
ment, United Way and private donations.  St. Stephen’s 
Ministry serves four counties in the Central Savannah 
River Area.

The program is designed to provide safe, affordable, 
transitional housing for up to one year. The mission of 
SSM is to facilitate independence, dignity and wellbe-
ing through safe, affordable housing and supportive 
services for homeless and low income individuals 
living with HIV/AIDS. 
Housing is provided on a sliding scale; however, no 
one is turned away because of inability to pay. For the 

year 2017 SSM housed and provided support services 
for 32 individuals; those services included referrals 
to mental health and substance use services, housing, 
needs assessment, transportation, support groups, 
counseling and specific advocacy.  

Through our Community Outreach program SSM 
provided food to 500 eligible individuals and families 
who live in the four county areas. SSM also provided 
past due rent, utility assistance, and emergency medi-
cal assistance to 12 individuals and families.

St. Stephen’s Ministry continues community outreach 
through support and education groups. Residents and 
friends of the Community Cupboard collaborated 
with “Arts in the Heart” and “Greek Festivals” to raise 
money for the Thrift Store and for resident activities. 

The Board provided a Thanksgiving luncheon that 
was enjoyed by Board members, staff and residents.  
Members of The Church of the Good Shepherd, St. 
Alban’s and St. Augustine, St. Pauls are faithful SSM 
Board members and contributors.  The board, staff 
and residents want the Diocesan Convention to know 
how grateful we are for the support of the Episcopal 
Churches in this area that believe in our mission. 
         Faye Hardy Felts, Program Director
 
Honey Creek 
In 2017, Honey Creek was again, a place where groups 
gathered to experience Christ’s love as a community. 
Our mission at Honey Creek continues to be to pro-
vide a physical retreat for our youth, clergy, laity, and 
any of our fellow travelers that want to experience a 
“thin moment”. In this sense, 2017 was very successful.

In partnership with the Creation Care Commission, 
we set out to transform the dock, dock study, and the 
garden into a Christian Ecology Center. Learning 
about the multiple ecosystems, our impact with them, 
and how our baptismal covenant directs us to care for 
this earth, our island home.

Following a work transfer out of the diocese, Joel 
Coble stepped down as Chair of the Honey Creek 
Commission. In August, Bishop Benhase appointed 
the Rev. Becky Rowell as the new Chair. Rowell brings 
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with her a tremendous background in leadership and 
development.
Having not fully recovered from Hurricane Matthew, 
less than a year later we suffered another, and more 
impactful blow from hurricane Irma. More than sev-
enty trees fell, compared to twenty-two from Matthew. 
Most of the trees along the creek fell on the bank, while 
several slid into the creek as a result of severe erosion. 
Five buildings suffered roof damage, and Shuessler dorm 
flooded with 3-4 inches of water. Having rebuilt the dock 
following Matthew, it received minor damage from Irma. 

We continue to be focused on transitioning from saving 
Honey Creek to building a sustaining future for Honey 
Creek. A part of sustaining Honey Creek involves the 
generosity of those who believe in our mission of being 
a retreat from the busyness of our world. There are many 
paths to financially support Honey Creek, and we ask 
everyone to prayerfully discern what path is best for you. 
We are excited about the opportunities ahead for Honey 
Creek. We look forward to serving our diocese more 
fully, and encourage your feedback on how we can better 
meet your needs.

Dade Brantley, Executive Director 

Honey Creek Camp Report 
Honey Creek Summer Camp 2017 was a resounding 
success.Credit for this lies with a stellar staff that fully 
comprehended why we serve in Summer Camp Minis-
try. This staff was comprised of five veteran counselors 
and six first-timers, along with many passionate spiritual 
directors, nurses and program directors. 

Our camp season was highlighted by a renewed envi-
ronmental education program, spearheaded by Laura 
Evans and assisted by multiple diocesan environmen-
talists, including the legendary Phyllis Hiers! This new 
environmental education program utilized our pristine 
and unique coastal ecology here at Honey Creek, in 
order to teach campers about plant and animal anatomy, 
dichotomy, environmental effects we as humans have on 
the natural world around us, and even how to navigate 
unfamiliar territory with only a compass! 

Our excellent spiritual directors were then able to use 
lessons learned outdoors, and segue into how we as 

Christians are responsible for being good stewards to 
the natural world God has gifted us. Of course, all of 
this new programming was in addition to the tradi-
tional Honey Creek camp activities and fellowship 
that we have come to know and love. 

This past summer saw increased camper attendance, 
totaling more than 200 at summer’s end, making it 
the highest camper count in recent years! An in-
crease in the number of campers was also accom-
panied by an increase in the number of scholarship 
requests. Greater than half our total number of 
campers require some form of scholarship assistance, 
so my sincerest thank you goes out to all who chose 
to donate to Honey Creek Summer Camp this year. 
Whether by way of financial scholarship support, or 
donations from our Amazon Wishlist, summer camp 
could not operate as effectively as it does without 
your support. Summer Camp 2018 is looking to be 
the best yet, and if you feel called to support our 
camp ministry in any capacity, please contact me by 
email at thomas@honeycreek.org. Thank you, and 
God bless.

Thomas Greneker, Summer Camp Director

Integrity Georgia
The first Transgender Day of Remembrance in 
Valdosta, GA was held on November 20, 2016 at St. 
Barnabas Episcopal Church.  There were approxi-
mately 30 people attending. The people attending 
described the service as “beautiful” and “moving.”  
Plans are to make this annual event. This was collab-
oration between Integrity GA, St. Barnabas Episcopal 
Church, South GA Pride and Sam’s.

We had a surprise guest, Mr. Dion Lyons, from the 
U.S. Department of Justice.  Mr. Lyons works in the 
Community Relations Service branch as a Concili-
ation Specialist.  He spoke briefly, on how the Dept. 
of Justice may be of help to the LGBTQI community 
with problems that may arise in our local communi-
ties.  

For those not familiar with TDOR:
Transgender Day of Remembrance (TDOR) is an 
annual observance on November 20 that honors the 
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memory of those whose lives were lost in acts of an-
ti-transgender violence.

TDOR was started by transgender advocate Gwendo-
lyn Ann Smith as a vigil to honor the memory of Rita 
Hester, a transgender woman who was killed in 1998. 
The vigil commemorated all the transgender people lost 
to violence that year and began an important memorial 
that has become the annual Transgender Day of Re-
membrance. The date for the 2017 TDOR is November 
19, 2017.

Integrity GA had its first meeting this year on January 
28, 2017 at Christ Church Episcopal in Savannah. The 
reverend Liam Collins was with us for the first half of 
our meeting and spoke to us on meditation. How to be 
quiet in the moment and let God be all around us. The 
second part of the meeting was all about planning our 
year ahead. We had a plan to meet every two months so 
that we could get our group jump started again. We did 
not have many attend this meeting and we discussed 
ways to correct this.

In early May I had a conversation with The Rev. Dee 
Shaffer, rector of Saint Paul’s Jesup. She has a group of 
LGBTQ and their supporters who  meet regularly. Dee 
had expressed an interest for her group and Integrity to 
get together for a joint meeting. So on June 17, 2017 at 
her home we all came together for a great afternoon of 
fellowship. We had two speakers, Sarah Riggle and Su-
san Gage who shared with us their coming out stories.  
We are looking forward to next year and by God’s will 
hope to grow and be able to reach out to more of the 
LGBTQ community both Episcopal and not.

Clayton Gagne-Thomas
 Chair 

Standing Committee 
The Standing Committee of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Georgia met at the close of the Convention on Novem-
ber, 2016 at Good Shephard, Augusta for the purpose of 
welcoming newly elected members Ms. Carey Wooten 
and the Very Reverend Ted Clarkson. The Very Rever-
end Billy J. Alford was elected President and Mr. Wil-
liam Kitterman was elected Secretary and to serve the 
remainder of the unexpired term of Mr. Charlie Hough.

January 14, 2017, Christ Church at Dublin 
The Standing Committee met with the Ordinary, 
Bishop Scott A. Benhase, on January 14, 2017 in 
Christ Church at Dublin, Georgia. The following busi-
ness was conducted:

• The Standing Committee reviewed the pro-
posal and finances for building and expansion 
and gave consent to the property request from 
St. Andrew’s, Darien, Georgia.

• The Standing Committee gave consent to the 
Episcopal election of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Spokane, (Canon Gretchen Mary Rehberg).

• The Standing Committee gave consent to the 
Episcopal election of the Diocese Indianapolis, 
(The Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows).

• The Standing Committee gave consent for the 
election of a Bishop Coadjutor for the The 
Episcopal Diocese of Haiti.

The Standing Committee met with the Ordinary as 
Council of Advice on matters concerning The Episco-
pal Dioceses of Haiti and the Dominican Republic. 

March 31, 2017 – April 1, 2017, Holy Nativity, St 
Simons Island 
The Standing Committee met with Deacon Alex 
Moreschi and Deacon Susan Hill for the purpose of 
re-evaluating each deacon’s call to the priesthood.

The Standing Committee also met with and inter-
viewed the following persons: Aspirants Todd Shafer, 
Postulants: Sara Zevallos and RV Cate, and Seminar-
ians: DeWayne Cope, Arthur Jones and Bunny Wil-
liams.

The Standing Committee consented to the Deaconate 
ordination for Candidates: Thomas Barron and Leslie 
Dellenbarger.

The Standing Committee consented to the ordination 
to the Priesthood for Deacons: Terri Degenhardt and 
Larry Jesion.

August 23, 2017, Diocesan House, Savannah 
The Standing Committee met with the Ordinary, 
Bishop Scott A. Benhase and a Savannah realtor to 
look at a property. This was a follow-up in an ongoing 

CONVENTION REPORTS



THE 196TH CONVENTION OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF GEORGIA - 25

attempt to find suitable property, in Savannah, to 
relocate the Diocesan House (Episcopal Diocese of 
Georgia’s Office).

The Standing Committee approved the conveyance 
of the real property described in a Resolution by The 
Rector, Wardens and Vestry of St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, Albany, Georgia to the Rector, Wardens and 
Vestry of the Episcopal Church of St. John and St. 
Mark in Albany, Georgia, Inc.

The majority of the Standing Committee, having met 
in the Diocesan Office or via phone conference, gave 
consent to the following:

•   Ordination to the Diaconate: Sara Zevallos 
     and R.V. Cate
•   Ordination to the Transitional Diaconate: 
     DeWayne Cope, Arthur Jones and Bunny 

Williams
•   Ordination to Priesthood: Thomas Barron 
     and Leslie Dellenbarger

October 19, 2017, Diocesan House 
(via Webex Conference call)
The Standing Committee, The Ordinary, The Canon 
to the Ordinary and The Canon for Administration 
of the Episcopal Diocese of Georgia met on Thurs-
day, October 19, 2017 at 3:00 pm via Webex confer-
ence for the purpose of approving the sale of Dioc-
esan property at 611 East Bay Street, Savannah, GA 
and the purchase of property at 18 East 34th Street, 
Savannah, GA.
 
Those in attendance were: The Right Rev. Scott A. 
Benhase, Canon Katie Willoughby, The Very Rev. 
Billy J. Alford, Mr. William Kitterman, The Rev. 
Denise Ronn, Ms. Molly Stevenson, The Rev. Al 
Crumpton, Mr. Skip Jennings, The Very Rev. Ted 
Clarkson and Ms. Carey Wooten.
The Standing Committee reviewed the following 
documents (on file): 

• Current contract for 18 East 34th Street 
• Current contract for 611 East Bay Street 
• Home Inspection for 18 East 34th Street 
• The 3rd Quarter SubFund Report

The Bishop and Canon for Administration discussed, in 
detail, with the Standing Committee the terms of the sale 
of the property at 611 East Bay Street and the purchase of 
the property at 18 East 34th Street and the financial terms 
involved in the sale and purchase. The Standing Commit-
tee voted to authorize Bishop Scott A. Benhase, to proceed 
with the sale and purchase of said properties pending the 
satisfactory due diligence of the terms of both contract. 
The Bishop will keep the Standing Committee informed as 
the process moves forward.
The Standing Committee voted unanimously to

• move forward with the purchase property at 18 
East 34th Street, Savannah, Georgia.

• move forward with the sale of the property at 611 
East Bay Street, Savannah, Georgia.

• endorse the withdrawal of funds from the Conner-
at Fund.

The Standing Committee, less Member Carey Wooten, 
met with Bishop Scott A. Benhase as the Bishop’s Council 
of Advice to hear the Bishop’s report on a matter involv-
ing Title III, Canon 9, Section 15, related to the issuing 
of a Godly Judgement for the Dissolution of the Pastoral 
Relation between a Rector and Parish Vestry.
 The Very Rev. Billy J. Alford, President

Roy M. Lilly, Jr., Secretary

The University of the South
College of Arts & Sciences
Enrollment from the Diocese of Georgia: 20 students total 
(8 report Episcopal heritage)
Financial aid awarded to all college students from the Dio-
cese of Georgia: $270,960.00

The School of Theology 
Seminary
Enrollment from the Diocese of Georgia: one student total 
(0 in the summer Advanced Degrees Program)

The Beecken Center
Education for Ministry (EfM) Groups: 15
EfM Diocesan Coordinator: Misty Leigh Graham
Support Received from the Diocese of Georgia: $6,000
Support Received from the Diocese of Georgia churches: 
$5,150 

CONVENTION REPORTS



26 - THE 196TH CONVENTION OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF GEORGIA

CONVENTION REPORTS
2016–2017 Statistics for the University of the South
College of Arts and Sciences total students: 1,734
Class of 2020: 514
SAT combined: 1760–1983     ACT: 27–31
High School GPA:  3.69
College tuition and fees: $ 42,400
College faculty: Full-Time: 151 Part-Time: 70
Student/faculty ratio: 9:9.1

School of Theology students: 151 (includes summer 
and non-degree students)
School of Theology full-time tuition and fees: $ 17,058
School of Theology faculty: Full-Time: 10; Part-Time: 
5
Student/faculty ratio: 6:1
 
University Fiscal Year July 1, 2016–June 30, 2017 
(unaudited)
Endowment: $394.9 million
 
The University’s Board of Trustees is composed of 
the bishops of the 28 owning dioceses, together with 
clergy and lay representatives elected by each diocese 
and representatives of other University constituencies. 
The Board of Regents, to which the Board of Trustees 
delegates some of its responsibilities for governance, is 
composed of Episcopal bishops, priests, and lay peo-
ple, and may include a limited number of members of 
other Christian bodies. The chancellor of the Univer-
sity, elected by the Board of Trustees, is a bishop from 
one of the 28 owning dioceses.

An Episcopal Center of Learning
The University of the South is an institution of The 
Episcopal Church dedicated to the pursuit of knowl-
edge, understanding, and wisdom in close community 
and in full freedom of inquiry, and enlightened by 
Christian faith in the Anglican tradition, welcoming 
individuals from all backgrounds, to the end that 
students be prepared to search for truth, seek justice, 
preserve liberty under law, and serve God and hu-
manity.

The University was founded by church leaders from 
the southeastern United States in 1857 and is the only 
university in the nation that is owned and governed 
by dioceses of The Episcopal Church, specifically the 

28 dioceses that are successors to the original found-
ing dioceses. The historic ownership and governance 
of the University by these Episcopal dioceses has 
produced a living synergy of leadership, resource, and 
mutual support, enriching the Church and advancing 
the University’s role in American higher education.

More information  may be found by visiting the Col-
lege’s website: sewanee.edu/newstoday/ 
And the School of Theology’s website: theology.se-
wanee.edu/seminary/media/news/

United Thank Offering 
At the end of Suzanne Harrow’s term as UTO Coordi-
nated for the Diocese of Georgia, the books were au-
dited by Jane Taylor, CPA.   The books were in order. 

2016  Total Ingathering   $8,639.34  
2017  Spring Ingathering  $5,806.14 
2017 to national office  $5,609.70  

 
Several checks came in after the June 30th dead line.  
The Fall Ingathering will be November 5.

The savings account balance as of October 31 is 
$5673.74

A grant of $37,600.00 for Epiphany Community 
Organizing and New Evangelism in the Diocese of 
Georgia was presented to Rev. Kelly Steele.

Respectively submitted
Linda Sigg, UTO Coordinator

YOUNG ADULT PROGRAMS

Episcopal Campus Ministry
Georgia Southern University 
Last school year we gave our Campus Ministry Pro-
gram at Georgia Southern University a fresh start.  
The Rev. Charles Todd, Vicar at St. Paul’s, Savannah, 
was brought on board at the beginning of the year.  
We started with a small group of students and grew 
the program as the year went on.  By the end of the 
year, we had outgrown our space.  Thanks to the gen-
erosity of the Diocese we were able to do some slight 
remodeling to the house to open it up and give us 
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more room.  The students also held a work day where 
they pitched in to help repaint and fix up the house.

Three students graduated last spring: Andrew Ly-
ons, Maggie Brantley and Maya Roberson.  We were 
excited to celebrate their graduation and bid them 
Godspeed for their futures. We were also excited to 
celebrate Andrew and Maggie’s engagement and are 
looking forward to their wedding at Honey Creek
.
This year we have started off strong. We average 19 
students per week and hope to be in the upper 20’s 
by the end of the school year. We meet every Tuesday 
evening beginning with Mass at 6:30 followed by a 
home cooked meal and a program/activity.  

Celebrating the Eucharist together is the central and 
primary activity of our ministry. We are very excited 
to have added music to our worship this year thanks 
to Rebecca Chancey and Andrew Greneker. Also, 
Hudson Tanner made a marvelous board on which to 
hang our prayer intentions.

Our programming is set up on a four week cycle. The 
first week of each month we study the Bible. Last year 
we learned how to find our way around it. This year 
we have started to learn the major stories and people. 
Thank you to St. Thomas, Savannah, for donating 
Bibles! 

The second week is devoted to hands-on prayer prac-
tices - we don’t just talk about praying, we actually 
pray together.   

The Rosary Guild at St. Paul’s, Savannah, donated 
hand-made traditional rosaries and Margaret Lester 
Jordan and the ECW at Church of Our Savior, Marti-
nez, donated hand-made Anglican rosaries. 

The third week is focused on Social Justice. Some-
times we discuss and sometimes we do. We have 
made rain canoes for the homeless and have started 
working on sleeping mats. Thanks to Deacon Sue 
Gahagan for coming to teach us! Also, Deacon Lee-
ann Culbreath came and spoke with us about creation 
care. We now recycle and have planted a garden to 

begin growing some of our own food. Thanks to Laura 
Walker from St. Paul’s, Savannah, we have also begun 
composting.  Our students also held a bake sale on 
campus when the hurricane hit Texas and donated the 
funds to Episcopal Relief and Development. 

The fourth week of the month is our fun night. We 
still have Mass and dinner and then play games or do 
other activities to simply enjoy the wonderful group of 
students that has gathered around this ministry.

We also want to extend our thanks to Dean William 
Willoughby III and the people of St. Paul’s, Savannah, 
who provide us with hosts and wine for Mass, allow us 
to have printed materials, and have outfitted us with 
appropriate vestments for the entire liturgical year.

Episcopal Campus Ministry at Georgia Southern 
University is an amazing ministry of this Diocese and 
we are very grateful for all the love and support you 
have given us!
 The Rev. Charles Todd

Campus Missioner

Valdosta State University
Philip Ryan was serving on the staff of Christ Church, 
Valdosta and led our outreach to VSU.  Last year there 
were weekly dinners that had anywhere from 3 to 8 
VSU students attending.  He also led a couple small 
group Bible Studies and a day-long retreat in the 
spring.  Philip resigned in late August.  

My wife, Steph, and I are currently tag-teaming to 
revamp this ministry. We are hosting a dinner at the 
rectory every Thursday evening with a gospel teaching 
afterwards.  Steph, along with some of the students, 
prepares the dinners, and I give the gospel teaching.  
Christ Church parishioners are generously providing 
appetizers and desserts.  We are currently averaging 
about 20 VSU students each week, and have a good 
mix of students as far as church/unchurched, age, race 
and social-economic backgrounds.  It is developing 
into a joy-filled community.  We are also in the pro-
cess of converting Louttit Hall, a house on the Christ 
Church property, into a coffee house-type outreach for 
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VSU, as well as developing an intern program.  We are 
excited about how the Lord is moving in this ministry 
and look forward to the remainder of this academic 
year.  We are also very grateful for the generous dioc-
esan support.  We bid your continued prayers in shar-
ing the gospel of God’s grace with students at VSU.

The Rev. Dave Johnson
Rector, Christ Church, Valdosta

Savannah Colleges and Universities 
In 2017 the Missioner for Savannah’s Colleges and 
Universities continues to bridge connections between 
Savannah area campuses and to reach out to students 
and young adults to meet them where they are.   

The Rev. Michael Chaney collaborates with the Rev. 
Kevin Veitenger of the United Methodist Church and 
proprietor of The Foundery Coffee Pub in Savannah 
to present Common Grounds, a weekly Wednesday 
night discussion group that meets for open theologi-
cal discussion on important topical events such as gun 
violence and sexual assault.  The series has a strong 
and diverse attendance drawing from the SCAD, Sa-
vannah State, and Armstrong communities as well as 
other areas of the Savannah area.  Common Grounds 
also offers Open Table, a Sunday evening Eucharist 
and the bi-monthly Free Range Family Potluck Eu-
charist that provides a worship opportunity for this 
demographic.   During the fall of 2017 we presented a 
weekly theology series on LGBT Theology.  An article 
on Common Grounds was published in the October 
11, 2017 issue of Connect Savannah.

We continue to support the student community 
through offering the sacraments outside of church 
buildings and presenting other community building 
opportunities such as a free Shrove Tuesday pancake 
supper, Ashes-to-Go on Ash Wednesday, Lenten 
reflections, and attendance and advocacy for student 
and young adult lead social justice events. These 
events have been promoted through a social media 
campaign and as a presence at college area events.  
Follow us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/com-
mongroundssavannah) and join the discussion. 

We have also supplied a tremendous degree of pas-

toral care and support, including memorial services, 
small group meetings, crisis response, weddings and 
baptisms.
We look forward to a year of positive growth as we 
continue to explore the needs of the student and 
young adult community in the Savannah area. 

The Rev. Michael Chaney
Missioner for Savannah’s Colleges and Universities

YOUTH PROGRAMS
Youth and Children’s Ministry in the Diocese of Geor-
gia continued to enrich the lives of children and youth 
across the Diocese. This year the Rev. Joshua Varner 
moved to full-time status with the Diocese. This gives 
him greater opportunities to work with individual 
congregations on ministry with children and youth 
at a local level. Contact Joshua at the Diocesan office 
or at jvarner@gaepiscopal.org to invite him to your 
congregation, either on a Sunday or during the week 
(or both!).

This past year, diocesan events, both at Honey Creek 
and beyond, had hundreds of participants ranging in 
age from Grade 3 to Grade 12. Each of these events 
gathers young people together from across the Dio-
cese, and even beyond, to pray, play, learn, and minis-
ter together. Honey Creek events included Happening, 
a retreat designed for youth in grades 10-12, New 
Beginnings, for youth in grades 7-9, and other small-
er events during the spring and the fall. Youth events 
also took place place away from Honey Creek! In June 
Hometown Missions allowed teenagers to come to 
Albany and work with adults from the Albany congre-
gations to offer a Vacation Bible School for children 
whose lives had been affected by the storms and tor-
nadoes earlier in the year. This event brought adults, 
children, and youth together to work with each other 
and reach out to the community. In July, 11 youth and 
three adults traveled to Norman, Oklahoma for the tri-
ennial Episcopal Youth Event (E.Y.E.), which brought 
together over 1200 participants from all parts of The 
Episcopal Church.

Upcoming youth events include New Beginnings #51, 
which will take place December 8-10, Happening 
#100, which will take place January 12-14, 2018, and 
a youth weekend centered around the Revival! Youth 

CONVENTION REPORTS 



THE 196TH CONVENTION OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF GEORGIA - 29

All of these individual events are important in the 
lives of our youth and children, but ongoing efforts to 
include children and youth in the life of the congrega-
tion are equally important. Please contact our Canon 
Missioner, the Rev. Canon Joshua Varner about ways 
to encourage this sense of hospitality and welcome in 
your congregation!

The Rev. Canon Joshua Varner
Canon Missioner for Children and Youth

are invited to come for the weekend of January 19-21, 
during which they will spend time with the Presiding 
Bishop of the Episcopal Church, the Most Rev. Mi-
chael Curry. This coming summer the Diocese will 
sponsor a high school mission trip to the Dominican 
Republic which will take place June 23-30, 2018. For 
more information about these and other upcoming 
events, speak to one of our youth or come by the 
youth table!

CONVENTION REPORTS AND 2016 AUDIT

2016 AUDIT
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2016 AUDIT
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2016 TITHES
 Tithe   YTD Variance
   
Albany Convocation   
  St. John & St. Mark, Albany $14,974   $15,176  $202 
  St. Patrick's, Albany 20,497   20,497  0 
  St. Paul's, Albany 59,276   59,276  0 
  Calvary, Americus 26,568   26,568  0 
  Holy Trinity, Blakely 1,488   1,488  0 
  Christ, Cordele 9,881   9,885  4 
  Holy Spirit, Dawson 2,656   2,656  0 
  St. Matthew's, Fitzgerald 100   0  (100)
  St. Anne's, Tifton 42,038   42,038  0 
Total Albany Convocation 177,478   177,584  106 
   
Augusta Convocation   
  Atonement, Augusta 7,725   7,725  0 
  Christ, Augusta 6,409   6,409  0 
  Good Shepherd, Aug 128,000   129,039  1,039 
  St. Alban's, Augusta 14,326   14,626  300 
  St. Augustine, Augusta 27,309   27,309  0 
  St. Mary's, Augusta 5,669   5,669  0 
  St. Paul's, Augusta 60,076   60,076  0 
  Holy Comforter, Martinez 32,618   32,618  0 
  Trinity, Harlem 1,807   0  (1,807)
  Our Savior, Martinez 28,680   28,685  5 
  Holy Cross, Thomson 2,969   2,969  0 
  St. Michael's, Waynes 15,996   17,329  1,333 
Total Augusta Convocation 331,584   332,454  870 
   
Southeastern Convocation   
  St. Thomas Aquinas, Baxley 1,438   1,438  0 
  St. Athanasius, Brunswick 10,052   10,052  0 
  St. Mark's, Brunswick 49,073   49,573  500 
  St. Andrew's, Darien 25,726   25,726  0 
  St. Cyprian's, Darien 4,681   4,681  0 
  St. Andrew's, Douglas 1,920   1,920  0 
  St Richards, Jekyll 5,104   5,112  8 
  St. Paul's, Jesup 19,148   19,148  0 
  King of Peace, Kingsland 16,126   16,126  0 
  Good Shepherd, Pinnick 880   0  (880)
  Christ, St. Mary's 14,215   13,030  (1,185)
  Christ, Fredrica 96,626   96,626  0 
  Holy Nativity, SSI 9,817   9,807  (10)
  Grace, Waycross 11,975   11,975  0 
  St. Mark's, Woodbine 2,244   0  (2,244)
Total Southeastern Convocation 269,025   265,214  (3,811)
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2016 TITHES

 Tithe   YTD Variance
   
Central Convocation   
 Trinity, Cochran 3,300   3,300  0 
  Christ, Dublin 9,613   9,753  140 
  St. Luke's, Hawkinsville 18,183   18,183  0 
  St. Mary Magdalene, Louisville 2,837   3,129  292 
  Grace, Sandersville 4,382   4,386  4 
  Trinity, Statesboro 24,000   24,000  0 
  Goood Shepherd, Swainsboro 3,264   3,264  0 
  Annunciation, Vidalia 15,593   15,593  0 
Total Central Convocation 81,172   81,608  436 
   
Savannah Convocation   
  St Bartholomew, Savannah 200   0  (200)
  St. Philip's, Hinesville 9,497   10,084  587 
  St. Patrick's, Pooler 4,629   4,629  0 
  St. Elizabeth's, Richmond Hill 22,209   22,209  0 
  St. Luke's, Rincon 13,254   13,254  0 
  Christ, Savannah 73,279   74,464  1,185 
  St. Francis, Savannah 20,312   20,312  0 
  St. George's, Savannah 14,662   14,662  0 
  St. John's, Savannah 137,560   137,560  0 
  St. Matthew's, Savannah 18,283   19,550  1,267 
  St. Michael & All Angels, Savannah 18,741   18,741  (1)
  St. Paul's, Savannah 36,997   35,191  (1,806)
  St. Peter's, Savannah 81,599   81,599  0 
  St. Thomas, Savannah 39,902   39,902  0 
  All Saints', Tybee 11,088   11,171  83 
Total Savannah Convocation 502,212   503,328  1,115 
   
Southwestern Convocation   
  St. John's, Bainbridge 8,157   8,157  0 
  St. Margaret, Moultrie 6,280   6,803  523 
  St. James, Quitman 3,748   3,748  0 
  All Saints', Thomasville 8,338   8,348  10 
  Good Shepherd, Thomasville 2,030   2,030  0 
  St. Thomas, Thomasville 25,386   25,386  0 
  Christ, Valdosta 50,000   50,000  0 
  Christ the King 18,153   18,153  0 
  St. Barnabas, Valdosta 8,770   8,772  2 
Total Southwestern Convocation 170,862   171,397  535 
   
TOTAL TITHES 1,532,333   1,530,546  (749)
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2017 TITHES
 Tithe Full Tithe  Committed Tithe  Variance
 2017 2018  2018 
Albany Convocation    
  St. John & St. Mark, Albany $14,974  $14,811  $14,811 $0 
  St. Patrick's, Albany 20,497  21,523  21,523  0 
  St. Paul's, Albany 59,276  54,807  54,807  0 
  Calvary, Americus 26,568  28,271  28,271  0 
  Holy Trinity, Blakely 1,488  1,045  1,045  0 
  Christ, Cordele 9,881  12,991  12,991  0 
  Holy Spirit, Dawson 2,656  2,731  2,731  0 
  St. Matthew's, Fitzgerald 100  455  455  0 
  St. Anne's, Tifton 42,038  46,752  46,752  0 
Total Albany Convocation 177,478  183,386  183,386  0 
    
Augusta Convocation    
  Atonement, Augusta $7,725  $7,499  $7,499  0 
  Christ, Augusta 6,409  7,694  7,694  0 
  Good Shepherd, Aug 128,000  135,585  138,000  2,415 
  St. Alban's, Augusta 14,326  14,055  14,055  0 
  St. Augustine, Augusta 27,309  25,929  25,929  0 
  St. Mary's, Augusta 5,669  5,581  5,581  0 
  St. Paul's, Augusta 60,076  74,404  74,404  0 
  Holy Comforter, Martinez 32,618  33,844  33,844  0 
  Trinity, Harlem 1,807  2,126  1,020  (1,106)
  Our Savior, Martinez 28,680  28,897  28,897  0 
  Holy Cross, Thomson 2,969  3,625  3,625  0 
  St. Michael's, Waynes 15,996  15,818  15,818  0 
Total Augusta Convocation 331,584  355,057  356,366  1,309 
    
Southeastern Convocation    
  St. Thomas Aquinas, Baxley $1,438  $1,765  $923  ($842)
  St. Athanasius, Brunswick 10,052  10,294  10,294  0 
  St. Mark's, Brunswick 49,073  47,190  47,190  0 
  St. Andrew's, Darien 25,726  25,320  26,000  680 
  St. Cyprian's, Darien 4,681  4,370  4,924  554 
  St. Andrew's, Douglas 1,920  2,279  2,279  0 
  St Richards, Jekyll 5,104  4,575  4,575  0 
  St. Paul's, Jesup 19,148  19,703  19,703  0 
  King of Peace, Kingsland 16,126  18,802  18,802  0 
  Good Shepherd, Pinnick 880  925  925  0 
  Christ, St. Mary's 14,215  14,876  14,876  0 
  Christ, Fredrica 96,626  103,057  103,057  0 
  Holy Nativity, SSI 9,817  9,373  10,000  627 
  Grace, Waycross 11,975  11,321  11,321  0 
  St. Mark's, Woodbine 2,244  2,351  500  (1,851)
Total Southeastern Convocation 269,025  276,201  275,369  (832)
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2017 TITHES
 Tithe  Full Tithe Committed Tithe Variance 
    
Central Convocation    
  Trinity, Cochran $3,300   $4,233  $4,233  0 
  Christ, Dublin 9,613   8,470  8,470  0 
  St. Luke's, Hawkinsville 18,183   17,561  17,561  0 
  St. Mary Magdalene, Louisville 2,837   2,935  2,935  0 
  Grace, Sandersville 4,382   6,136  6,136  0 
  Trinity, Statesboro 24,000   23,913  24,000  87 
  Goood Shepherd, Swainsboro 3,264   3,092  3,092  0 
  Annunciation, Vidalia 15,593   16,887  16,887  0 
Total Central Convocation 81,172   83,227  83,314  87 
    
Savannah Convocation    
  St Bartholomew, Sav $200   $200  $200  $0 
  St. Philip's, Hinesville 9,497   9,681  9,681  0 
  St. Patrick's, Pooler 4,629   5,851  5,851  0 
  St. Elizabeth's, RH 22,209   22,482  22,482  0 
  St. Luke's, Rincon 13,254   12,462  12,462  0 
  Christ, Savannah 73,279   80,588  80,588  0 
  St. Francis, Savannah 20,312   18,867  18,867  0 
  St. George's, Savannah 14,662   13,785  14,235  450 
  St. John's, Savannah 137,560   139,227  139,227  0 
  St. Matthew's, Savannah 18,283   17,896  17,896  0 
  St. Michael & All Angels, Savannah 18,741   17,506  17,506  0 
  St. Paul's, Savannah 36,997   38,412  38,412  0 
  St. Peter's, Savannah 81,599   81,488  81,488  0 
  St. Thomas, Savannah 39,902   40,617  40,617  0 
  All Saints', Tybee 11,088   10,581  10,581  0 
Total Savannah Convocation 502,212   509,643  510,093  450 
    
Southwestern Convocation    
  St. John's, Bainbridge $8,157   $7,578  $7,578  $0 
  St. Margaret, Moultrie 6,280   5,762  5,762  0 
  St. James, Quitman 3,748   4,160  4,160  0 
  All Saints', T'ville 48,338   48,414  48,414  0 
  Good Shepherd, Thoma 2,030   2,143  2,143  0 
  St. Thomas, Thomasville 25,386   25,761  25,761  0 
  Christ, Valdosta 50,000   59,219  60,000  781 
  Christ the King 18,153   16,745  16,745  0 
  St. Barnabas, Valdosta 8,770   9,144  9,144  0 
Total Southwestern Convocation 170,862   178,926  179,707  781 
    
Total Pledges 1,532,333   1,586,440  1,588,235  1,795 
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2018 DRAFT BUDGET

Diocesan Mission & Ministry   
 2016 Actual 2017 Budget 2018 Budget
Revenue   
Pledges from Congregations  $1,528,275  $1,520,000  $1,570,000
Donations  $      53,345  $     15,000  $15,000
Income from Endowment  $      80,585  $     80,000  $80,000
Interest  $           519  $     10,000  $10,000
Registration for Diocesan Convention  $      17,509  $     25,000  $25,000
Other Workshop Registration  $      70,320  $       3,000  $3,000
Events Fee  $      29,849  $              0  $0
Miscellaneous Income  $      41,067  $              0  $0
Campaign for Mission Allocation  $      25,000  $     30,000  $0
Total Revenue  $ 1,846,469  $1,683,000  $1,703,000 
   
Mission Outside the Diocese   
The Episcopal Church  $    172,900  $  180,000 $200,000
The Episcopal Church in South Carolina  $      10,000  $      8,000 $0
Province IV of TEC  $        3,000  $      1,500 $5,000
Georgia Christian Council  $        1,000  $         500 $0
University of the South  $        8,000  $        ,000 $6,000
Diocese of the Dominican Republic  $      10,000  $      8,000 $8,000
Subtotal  $    204,900  $  204,000  $219,000 
    
Mission Inside the Diocese   
Congregation Mission Development  $      80,002  $    66,000  $    45,000 
Campus Ministry  $      32,237  $    56,000  $    50,000 
Program Scholarships  $        4,797  $    10,000  $      8,000 
Youth Program Supplies  $      11,309  $    12,250  $    12,250 
Other Diocesan Program Costs  $      16,523  $      8,000  $      8,000 
Diocesan School For Ministry  $        2,860  $      5,000  $      5,000 
Clergy and Lay Leader Training  $      49,180  $    55,000  $    55,000 
Program Lodging/Meals at Honey Creek  $      49,756  $    17,000  $    17,000 
Meeting Travel  $        8,766  $      4,500  $      4,500 
Subtotal  $    255,430  $  233,750  $ 204,750 
   
Episcopal Ministries      
Diocesan Staff Salaries  $    550,699 $  534,800  $570,700 
Housing Allowance  $      78,500  $    78,500  $103,500 
Lay Employee Pension  $      40,325  $    31,445  $  32,380 
Clergy Pension  $      54,042 $    64,333  $  66,211 
Health Insurance for Diocesan Staff  $    113,779 $    18,410  $116,880 
Employer FICA  $      28,263  $    24,374  $  24,771 
Social Security Clergy Supplement  $      18,505  $    20,074  $  26,140 
Staff Travel  $      39,658  $    40,000  $  45,000 
Meals/Entertainment of Diocesan Guests  $      12,489  $      6,000  $    6,000 
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 2016 Actual 2017 Budget 2018 Budget

Continuing Education for Staff  $1,429  $ 0 $ 0 
Conference Registration for Staff  $5,217  $ 5,000  $ 5,000 
Convocational Deans  $16,800  $ 16,800  $   1 ,800 
Honey Creek Debt Reduction  $ 0  $ 30,000  $ 0 
Subtotal  $959,706  $969,736  $1,013,382 
   
   
Diocesan Adminstration   
Rent  $5,124  $5,000  $5,000 
Utilities  $4,884  $5,000  $5,000 
Office Maintenance  $6,740  $4,000  $4,000 
Internet & Telecom  $11,131  $12,000  $12,000 
Information Systems  $24,341  $23,000  $23,000 
Office Supplies  $27,981  $17,500  $19,000 
Office Equipment  $3,221  $5,000  $5,000 
Printing  $1,376  $4,000  $4,000 
Insurance: Retirees and Group Life  $15,920  $16,500  $16,500 
Insurance: Commercial and Automobile  $22,199  $21,500  $21,500 
Reserves: General Convention & Lambeth  $10,500  $10,500  $10,500 
Reserves: Episcopal Transtition  $5,000  $5,000  $5,000 
Background Checks: Clergy & Lay  $2,327  $2,500  $2,500 
Candidates Testing & Screening  $7,663  $2,500  $2,500 
Ordination Costs  $891  $1,000  $1,000 
Diocesan Convention Facility Rent  $5,893  $5,000  $5,000 
Diocesan Convention Meals & Catering  $11,175  $25,000  $25,000 
Audit Fees  $18,750  $16,000  $16,000 
Campaign for Mission operating costs  $24,996  $30,000  $0 
Chancellor Administration & Travel  $0  $1,000  $1,000 
Chancellor Legal Expenses  $2,798  $1,000  $2,000 
Other Legal Costs  $0  $0  $3,000 
Consultant Fees  $0  $0  $0 
Moving Fees  $0  $0  $14,000 
Maintenance Reserve  $0  $0  $3,000 
Subtotal  $212,910  $213,000  $205,500 
   
Expense Total  $1,632,946  $1,620,486  $1,642,632 
   
Honey Creek Bond Interest  $60,750  $61,375  $59,840 
   
Operating Reserve  $152,773  $1,139  $528 
   
   

2018 DRAFT BUDGET
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ANNOTATIONS ON THE PROPOSED 2018 DIOCESE OF GEORGIA BUDGET

Resources

Pledges ($1,570,000) – Total 
pledges budgeted for 2017 were 
$1.52 million and the 2018 budget 
is based on the tithes requested as 
adjusted by Diocesan Council 
annually for appeals from those 
below the 10% standard. 

Endowment Income ($80,000) 
– Of the $8 million in assets the 
Board of the Corporation 
manages, about $2 million of 
those assets produce income for 
use in the annual budget. The range 
for income draw is in the 4% range 
to accommodate lower fixed in-
come returns and ensure continued 
recovery in the value of equities.

Interest Income ($10,000) – This is 
the expected interest on the Mon-
ey Market account and the Short 
Term Asset account for Campaign 
proceeds. This hasn’t been drawn in 
several years to ensure the rate of 
return in the event the income isn’t 
needed for operations

Designated Gifts ($15,000) – 
Every year we receive special gifts 
that are designated for the current 
year’s mission and ministry. 

Program Registration Fees 
($28,000) — This amount includes 
registrations for diocesan conven-
tion, and Diocese managed events 
such as clergy conference. youth 
events such as Happening, and 
program revenue from other Dio-
cese activities are reflected directly 
in the Honey Creek budget. This 
figure can be higher or lower based 
on attendance. 

Mission Outside the Diocese

The Episcopal Church (TEC) 
($200,000) – This amount is in-
creased from last year’s budget line 
item to continue towards the 16% 
request in 2018. This remains well 
below our asking (which at the 
rate of 16% will be approximate-
ly $260,000 in 2018). We regret 
that our inability to fully fund The 
Episcopal Church’s asking nega-
tively impacts domestic and foreign 
mission work. 

Province IV of TEC ($5,000) - This 
goes to support provincial mission, 
primarily in the area of youth work, 
college chaplaincies, and others 
mission activity.

Sewanee ($6,000) – As an “own-
ing” diocese of the University of 
the South, we have an obligation to 
contribute to its support. 

Companion Diocese of the 
Dominican Republic ($8,000) – 
The percentage of the DR’s funding 
from TEC continues to decline. 
Our diocesan support helps miti-
gate the decline in giving from that 
and other declining sources. 

Mission Inside the Diocese

Congregation Mission 
Development: ($45,000) –This 
amount is a small supplement to 
the mission development at new 
parishes and represents match-
ing fund grants to congregations, 
to fund curacies in the Diocese 
for seminarians raised up by the 
Diocese. This item has decreased 
sharply due to shifts in the budget 

and the addition of budget line 
items. 

Campus Ministries ($50,000) 
– This represents the diocesan 
commitment to all of our campus 
ministries at Georgia Southern, 
Valdosta State and the colleges and 
universities in Savannah. 

Program Scholarships ($10,000) 
this figure supports the need for 
scholarship support to youth 
programs which as they expand 
participation face greater need for 
scholarship assistance.

Program Costs ($101,750) – These 
line items include the costs for 
youth programs, clergy confer-
ences, the Congregational Devel-
opment Institute, Conflict Manage-
ment Training, and other program 
supplies and costs. 

Episcopal Ministries

Staff Salaries ($570,700) – This line 
item includes, in addition to dioce-
san staff, the administrative staff of 
Honey Creek. The amount allows 
for modest staff compensation in-
creases. Increase includes any new 
hires for the coming fiscal year.

Staff Pensions ($95,778) – 18% for 
clergy and 10% for lay employees 
as required by the Church Pension 
Group.

Staff  Health Insurance ($116,880) 
– This represents a decrease due to 
new hires and associated premi-
ums. 

Social Security ($50,911) – 7.65% 
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ANNOTATIONS ON THE PROPOSED 2018 DIOCESE OF GEORGIA BUDGET
employer’s portion for lay staff 
members and a 7.65% supplement 
for clergy so their compensation is 
balanced for tax purposes.

Travel, Meals & Hospitality 
($51,000) – While the majority of 
this line item is for the Bishop’s 
travel, it also covers travel expens-
es for the Canons as they exercise 
their ministry in the diocese. This 
includes money for the Bishop and 
Canons to use when hosting other 
people.

Conference Registration ($5,000) 
– Continuing education and con-
ference costs for diocesan staff as 
well as their participation in meet-
ings with other Canons in Prov-
ince IV and across The Episcopal 
Church.

Convocational Deans ($16,800) 
– Cost for reimbursement of all 
expenses related to the six dean’s 
and archdeacon’s ministry in their 
respective convocations. 

Honey Creek Debt Reduction 
($0) – Due to budget constraints, 
the Diocese will continue to build a 
debt reduction reserve in 2019. 

Diocesan Administration

Diocesan Office Expenses 
($77,000) – Costs for rent, build-
ing maintenance, internet and 
telecomm, information systems, 
supplies and equipment. As with all 
costs, increases due to higher fees 
and administrative costs. 

Insurance: Retiree and Group Life 
($16,500) – This line item goes to 
pay for some retired clergy’s and lay 

employee health insurance and the 
staff group life benefit. 

Insurance: Commercial and Auto 
($21,500) - Includes Worker Com-
pensation, liability, property, and 
auto insurance for the diocesan car. 
The premiums consider to increase 
annually.

General Convention Travel 
($10,000) – Costs for reimbursing 
travel & lodging expenses for our 
Bishop and our 8 deputies. This 
is on a three-year cycle so this 
amount represents one-third of the 
total expected costs.

Lambeth Travel ($500) – Lambeth 
is a meeting of all the bishops in 
the Anglican Communion once 
every ten years. This line item then 
represents one-tenth of the expect-
ed cost for our Bishop to attend the 
next conference in 2018.

Episcopal Transition ($5,000) – 
This annual set aside is transferred 
into a designated fund so when we 
elect a new bishop we will have the 
funds needed for the transition.

Clergy Candidate Testing and 
Screening ($5,000) — This line 
item contains elements of canonical 
responsibility in support of mission 
($2,500 to background checks for 
lay and clergy and $2,500 to other 
Commission on Ministry work)

Diocesan Convention ($30,000) — 
These expenses are mostly offset by 
income shown on the revenue side 
of the budget.

Audit ($16,000) – The audit in-
cludes Honey Creek (to which 

$2,000 additional cost is allocated) 
together with all other diocesan op-
erations. Includes the audit for the 
Board of the Corporation Endow-
ment Funds. 

Chancellor Administration & 
Travel ($1,000) – This covers the 
administrative and travel expenses 
of our chancellors.

Chancellor Legal Contingency 
($5,000) – While most of the work 
of our chancellors is pro bono, 
there are occasions when we need 
to seek some limited outside legal 
counsel. This line item covers that 
contingency.

Campaign for Mission Operating 
($0) – The Campaign for Congre-
gational Development has come to 
an end.

Moving Fees ($14,000)   – The 
Diocese is considering moving its 
headquarters. This is an estimation 
of expected moving fees. 
 
Maintenance Reserve ($3,000)  –
The Diocese is beginning to es-
tablish a maintenance reserve to 
address future building costs and 
repairs. This is a small start to 
establishing a true reserve and will 
need to continue to grow across 
budget years. 

Bond Interest ($59,840) – This is 
the annual bond interest cost for 
the $1,245,000 of Honey Creek 
Bonds. This amount is a portion 
of the total funds committed from 
Diocesan revenue to Honey Creek 
operations. The amount is slightly 
reduced due to the forgiveness of a 
few select bond holders. 
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HONEY CREEK DRAFT BUDGET 2018

 2016   2017  2018   
 Actual   Total Year Budget  Diocese 
    Budget  HC    
Revenue     
Honey Creek Revenue     
Diocesan Progam Fees $166,365   $ 175,000   $175,000   
Diocesan Summer Camp Fees 84,011     80,000   85,000   
Meetings, Groups, Lodging 120,754    130,000   130,000   
Wedding Event Fees 4,736     6,000   6,000   
Facility Use w/o Lodging 1,433     12,000   12,000    
Motel Room Tax Paid (1,047)    (2,000)  (2,000)   
GA Sales Tax Paid (7,455)    (10,000)  (10,000) 
Gifts and Donations to HC Unrestricted 55,453     65,000   65,000   
Endowment Income for HC  0    0   0  
Refunds 17,961     0   0   
Diocesan Subsidy   0    0   0    
Interest Income HC  0    0   0  
Total Revenue 442,211    456,000   461,000    

Operating Expenses     
     
Employee-Related Expenses     
Camp and Conf Ctr Salary 46,415    71,220   80,600  80,000  
Summer Camp Salary 4,490    17,500   14,000   
Diocesan Staff Benefits 0    2,900   2,900  14,916  
Employer FICA 3,876    5,431   6,044  6,120  
Staff Travel 2,493    2,500   1,500   
Continuing Education 3,014    1,000   1,000   
Total Employee-Related Expenses 60,288    100,551   106,044  101,036  
     
Contracts and Services     
Foodservice Contract 130,978    138,000   135,000   
Housekeeping Service Contratct 30,224    32,000   32,000   
Bld Ground contract labor 0    6,000   6,000   
Building and Grounds Maintenance 30,308    28,000   28,000   
Equipment Maintenance and Repair 8,305    4,000   6,000   
Pool Maintenance and Supply 3,834    3,000   3,000   
Waste Removal Service 2,631    3,000   3,000   
Supply     
Office Supply 3,171    2500  2500  
Programs and Meetings Supply 5,735    0  0  
Building and Grounds Supply 16,277    9500  10000  
Housekeeping Supply 9,794    6000  8000  
Gas and Diesel for Equipment and Auto 984    1,800   1,800   
Printing 0    500   1,000   
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HONEY CREEK DRAFT BUDGET 2018 

 2016 2017 2018     
 Actual  Total Year Budget
  Budget  HC Diocese   
  
Advertising  533   0  0   
Postage and Shipping 522   1,000  1,000   
Summer Camp Program Supply 6,430   5,000  5,000   
Utilities     
Electricity 36,607   42,000  40,000   
Propane 3,381   6,000  5,000   
Internet and Telecom 8,293   9,000  10,000   
IT Systems and Support 2,135   2,000  3,000   
Insurance, Fees and Banking     
Property Hazard and Flood Insurance 40,586   40,000  43,000   
Liability Insurance 3,499   3,500  3,500   
Workers Compensation Insurance 0   0  0  1,000  
Auto Insurance 0   0  0   
Bank Fees CCC 2,958   8,000  6,000   
Total Other Operating Expenses 347,185   350,800  352,800   
     
Bond Interest   59,840  59,840  
     
Total Operating Expenses 407,473   451,351  458,844  160,876  
     
Income (Loss) from Operations 34,738   4,649  2,157   

Find out more about Deaconess Anna Alexander at 
http://deaconessalexander.georgiaepiscopal.org/

Celebrate her life and witness at the Revival on January 20, 2018
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2016 BOARD OF THE CORPORATION AUDIT

Temporarily Permanently
Unrestricted Restricted Restricted 2016 2015

ASSETS
Investments

Anson Dodge Home Fund 1,032,689$  14,725$     1,047,414$  1,034,690$  
HM Byllesby Fund 245,574       60,000       305,574       292,558       
Bishop Stuart Fund 182,174       182,174       180,326       
Christ Church Frederica Fund 278,806       5,000         283,806       271,716       
Spencer Connerat Fund 587,266$     587,266       562,250       
Endowment of Episcopate Fund 435,260       435,260       434,981       
Episcopal Youth and Children's Fund 489,349       260,370     749,719       747,344       
General Diocesan Fund 1,454,822    1,454,822    1,453,778    
Mary Rhinelander King Fund 1,043           1,000         2,043           1,956           
James B. Lawrence Fund 3,179           1,000         4,179           4,001           
St. Andrew's Darien Cemetery Fund 11,180         5,290         16,470         15,768         
Trinity Church Cochran Fund 53,681         53,681         51,395         
Calvary Episcopal Church Endowment 260,531       260,531       297,308       
James H. Lewis Memorial Fund 45,636         45,636         43,692         
Diocesan Mission Develop. Fund 64,632         64,632         61,879         
St. John's Albany Flood Fund 543              543              520              
Robert and Clara Black Fund 1,461,005    1,461,005    1,462,796    
Church of the Annunciation Fund 110,080       110,080       105,391       
St. Anne's Organ Fund 32,729         50,000       82,729         107,402       
The Agnes Wis Fund 142,250       142,250       136,191       
Honey Creek Endowment 67,779         67,779         64,892         
Robert A. Wolfe Trust 7,534           100,000     107,534       105,943       
Paul Hoornstra Fund 82,555         82,555         79,039         
Theological Education Fund 108,244       5,000         113,244       108,420       
St. Richard's Mission Endowment Fund 74,755         74,755         71,571         
Grace Parish Endowment Fund 106,107       24,122       130,229       124,681       
All Saints' Tybee Mission Fund  476,950        476,950       456,633       
St. James' Quitman Endowment Fund 130,633       130,633       -                  
St. Matthew's Sav. Endow. Fund  57,916          57,916         -                  

Total investments 2,542,523    5,462,379    526,507     8,531,409    8,277,121    

Loan receivable 20,000         20,000         20,000         
Allowance for loan losses (20,000)        -                  -                (20,000)       (20,000)       
Net receivable -                   -                  -                -                  -                  
Total assets 2,542,523$  5,462,379$  526,507$   8,531,409$  8,277,121$  

(Continued on next page.)

THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF GEORGIA ENDOWMENT FUND

STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION

December 31,
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2016 BOARD OF THE CORPORATION AUDIT

Temporarily Permanently

Unrestricted Restricted Restricted 2016 2015
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Liabilities

Distributions payable 6,715$         5,420$         -$              12,135$       12,135$       

Total liabilities 6,715         5,420        -              12,135      12,135      

Net assets 2,535,808  5,456,959 526,507  8,519,274    8,264,986    

Total liabilities and net assets 2,542,523$  5,462,379$  526,507$   8,531,409$  8,277,121$  

December 31,

THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF GEORGIA ENDOWMENT FUND

STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION (CONTINUED)

Go to http://episcopalrevivalingeorgia2018.com to register
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CONVENTION MAP

The star on the map above shows the location of The Patterson and available parking in the downtown area.

Use your convention badge for 10% off 
at participating restaurants and shops. 

A list of vendors is found in your convention tote.

See the convention website http://convention.georgiaepiscopal.org
for the latest presentations, reports, and updated information.

USE HASHTAG #DIOGA196 ON SOCIAL MEDIA


