
Summary of Constitutional Changes – 2018 General Convention 

SA063 Amend Article X—Currently, the Constitution sets out the process for amending or making additions to 
the Book of Common Prayer, a process that requires adoption by two succeeding General Conventions. Other than 
authorizing liturgies and rites “for trial use” under Article X(b) of the Constitution, there is no other constitutional 
or canonical provision explicitly authorizing General Convention to approve alternate forms/language for any of 
the liturgies or rites in the Book of Common Prayer or to authorize liturgies or rites not contained in the Book of 
Common Prayer. Canons are ambiguous on whether General Convention has the authority to authorize liturgies or 
rites and subjects not included in the Book of Common Prayer (short of amending Article X) and the process for 
doing so if it is authorized. Nevertheless, since 1979 the General Convention has authorized collections of liturgies, 
prayers, and rites in The Book of Occasional Services, Lesser Feasts and Fasts, Holy Women, Holy Men, Enriching 
Our Worship, and A Great Cloud of Witnesses. The Constitutional changes proposed would address this anomaly 
and provide a system to authorize additional and alternative texts to supplement the Book of Common Prayer.  

A089: Amend Articles VI and VIII—Adds the adjective “full” before the word “communion” in three locations 
to reflect our connections to churches with whom we are in full communion, such as the Evangelical Church in 
America in order to remain consistent throughout our Constitution and Canons. 

A122: Amend Article IX—When in 1994 Convention eliminated “removal” Title IV of the Canons as a sentence 
(Canon IV.14.27 of Constitution and Canons, 1994) adding the “Admonition” as a sentence (Canon IV.12.1(a) of 
Constitution and Canons, 1994), the reference to removal in Article IX of the Constitution was not changed. This 
will bring the Constitution and Canons in line with one another. 

A150: Amend Article 1.2 —The amendment in the first sentence makes the use of the term “Bishop Suffragan” 
consistent throughout the Constitution and Canons. The final sentence clarifies the meaning of “exercising” or 
“having” jurisdiction, including jurisdiction over areas that are not dioceses such as Navajoland, the Convocation of 
Episcopal Churches in Europe (over which the Presiding Bishop exercises jurisdiction), and Guam (over which the 
Presiding Bishop exercises jurisdiction). 

A151: Amend Article I.4-8—The amendments make the titles of bishops consistent throughout the Constitution 
and Canons. The amendment to Section 5 clarifies that a Bishop Suffragan may be placed in charge of a diocese and 
exercise jurisdiction as the Bishop Diocesan Pro Tempore until a successor is consecrated if the Bishop Diocesan 
dies, resigns or is removed from office or until the Bishop Diocesan returns to office if the absence is temporary. 
The amendment to Section 8 clarifies that a total of five years of combined service, served consecutively, as Bishop 
Coadjutor and then Bishop Diocesan is required before the bishop may be elected elsewhere. 

A152: Amend Article III—The amendment corrects a typographical error to change “canon” to “canons.” 

A153: Amend Article IV—This makes the titles of bishops consistent throughout the Constitution and Canons. 

A176: Amend Article V—The Constitution currently allows dioceses to merge only when both merging dioceses 
have sitting bishops. This constitutional change which would make it possible for dioceses to merge when one or 
both merging dioceses do not have a sitting bishop, which is potentially helpful as it is precisely in transitional 
moments when new possibilities may emerge. The current process — with its many safeguards and checks — 
remains otherwise unchanged. 

A183: Amend Article IX—Currently, the Constitution requires that Priests and Deacons be tried by Courts created 
by each Diocesan Convention. The result is that there are over 100 disciplinary structures to carry out Title IV 
proceedings that require filling a minimum of 12 people (Disciplinary Board, Intake Officer, Advisors, Church 
Attorney, and Investigator) and often many more (Disciplinary Boards larger than the minimum number of seven, 
multiple Church Attorneys to handle different kinds of cases, more Advisors, etc.). This amendment would allow 
for the possible creation of provincial, church wide or other ways of providing for the discipline of Priests and 
Deacons besides by each and every diocese without requiring any changes to the current diocesan system. 


